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Recent Situation and Problem of Privatization,
Focusing on Designated Manager System for Public Library

Shinkai, Hideyuki*

In June, 2002, the Act of Local Autonomy was amended, and it was decided for
the public sector to be able to consign management of the public facility to such
private sectors as the third sector, NPO and private company. This system’s
aim is to decease financial burden of the local public body, to enlarge efficiency of
administration of the local public body, and to provide better support than before.
In recent years, they discuss whether this system is efficient or not. Some of them
say that economic sufficiency is not significant, although money is dispensable for
management of library.

In this paper I describe the recent situation and problem of this system in some
cities and Nagoya city. As the hypothetical conclusion, I propose six idears, They
are as follows.

1 The aim of library is not economic efficiency of government and administration,

but ‘succession of history and culture’ in community.

2 The central value of library is ‘publicity’ because it should be opened to all
people who want to read books and use library.

3 Library should be managed by ‘specialty’ of librarian which is educated with
science and experience for many years.

4 Library needs ‘continuity’ of librarian work for many years based on
community and it’ people’s life, because any librarian work will be unable to be
established for only a few years.

As I described above, I can find some problems in this system as they claim in

communities in Nagoya city.

In the next paper which I will write in the near future, I would like to clarify
demonstratively the essential character of this system on data of community people
(especially user of library).
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