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(1) 1910%¥8AH
[RYUJO KINDERGARTEN, NAGOYA]

Our Ryujo Kindergarten was established in
1899. I have trained seven teachers and have
another here being trained now. The number of
scholars in attendance is small at present, as the
rented house we are in will not accommodate more
than forty pupils. We have started a branch kinder-
garten in one of the suburbs and there are twenty-
six children in that school now. Five teachers are
engaged in the two kindergartens at present. We
are hoping next year to have a satisfactory home
for our little ones. This house is altogether too

small and inconvenient.
MARGARET YOUNG.

(2) 1912 8H
[RYUJO KINDERGARTEN, NAGOYA]
(CANADIAN CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY)

Till the end of last year we still occupied such
very narrow quarters that we could in no way carry
on the work to advantage. At last we have been
able to get possession of a more commodious place,
and we are now settling in and I am quite hopeful
regarding this year’s progress. The attendance
averaged about 40 pupils, 17 of those graduated
and 23 new ones have entered. We now have 58
registered, and I fancy that we shall have over 60
enrolled before this month closes.

There were 14 graduates at the branch kinder-
garten in Habashita and about the same number
have entered this month, keeping the attendance
about 34.

We are situated not very far from a large city
kindergarten, so it is only those who really prefer to
attend or have their children attend a Mission School,
who send their children to this kindergarten.

Our Mothers’ Meetings were fairly well attended
at which we always give a Gospel address.

Last year I had three girls in training. This year
three more have entered with a view to becoming
Kindergarten teachers.

MARGARET YOUNG.

(1) 1910% (FR;§434F) 8AR
(MR (REE))
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(3) 1916 % 8H

[THE RYUJO KINDERGARTENS, NAGOYA]

We now have three kindergartens in the city,
the Hon En in the north eastern part, one in
Habashita, the western part, and the third at Oike
Cho in the Southern district. This last, in a poor
part of the city, took some time to get a good start,
but now it is making satisfactory progress. We hope
through the mother’s meetings to make kinder-
garten work better known and appreciated among
the people. At present Habashita Kindergarten has
the largest attendance, and the monthly mother’s
meetings are very good indeed. Every other Tues-
day, the Director holds a very successful meeting
for the graduates. She tells the children a Bible
story, followed by some other interesting story, and
then they play games, which they much enjoy. The
number of children at the Hon En on Shirakabe
Cho, is not as large as formerly, probably due to
other kindergartens being opened not far away.
However, they come from good class homes, and
are well behaved. At the Hon En, too, we have an
organized monthly mothers’ meeting with a fair
attendance. The teachers all visit in the homes of
the children, and help regularly in Sunday Schools
and week day children’s meetings. Last year after
the Thanksgiving service, the children of the Hon
En took flowers, fruit, and Sunday School cards to
the children in the poor ward of the Aichi Hospital.
The children of the other two kindergartens con-
tributed very generously in money, which was sent
to War Relief Funds. In these ways we try to bring
home to the little ones the joy of giving. At our
weekly teachers meeting and Programme class we
plan and discuss the work, and much earnestness
is sometimes shown by the teachers. We look
forward to a year of hard work, and ask God’s bless-
ing on it.

HILDA M. ROBINSON

4) 1917%8H
[THE RYUJO KINDERGARTEN, NAGOYA]
The three kindergartens — the Ryujo Hon En
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and its two branches have passed a very happy
and satisfactory year in most respects. Large
classes graduated in the Spring and one wondered
if as many new children would apply for entrance,
as there are other kindergartens opened up in the
neighbourhood of each of the three centres of our
work. However, the full number was made up and
the attendance at each kindergarten is good.

The graduating classes this year contributed
21.75 yen towards getting a flag for the kinder-
garten — a flag to represent the Ryujo Kinder-
garten. Every year each graduating class con-
tributes money to get something that can be kept
in the kindergarten as a reminder of that parti-
cular class.

The mother’s meetings have been well attended
with specially good results this year. For four or
five years now we have had a “Mother’s Day” in
the month of May or first of june when the flowers
are in great quantities in our garden. The children
give the invitations to their respective mothers and
the whole morning in the kindergarten that day
is devoted to the entertainment of the invited
guests. The object of this “Mother’s Day” is on the
one hand to give pleasure to the mothers, but on
the other hand it is intended to bring indirect
blessing to the children,—

1. That they may become more appreciative of

their mother’s love and tender care.

2. That they may become more forgetful of self

— in a word learn self-control.

In the songs, games and story the mother’s love
and self-forget-fulness is illustrated and empha-
sized.

The children serve cakes and tea and present
their mothers with a bouquet of flowers. The
children’s treat being to see the guests enjoy all
the good things presented to them on this occasion;
and we teachers are more and more delighted each
succeeding year to see what a good effect it is
having on the little ones as they learn to be happy
in giving pleasure to others.

MARGARET YOUNG.
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(5) 1917%8H
[NAGOYA BRANCH MEETING]

Shizuoka, Aichi, Gifu and Miye Ken Christian
Kindergarten Convention was held in Nagoya at
Kakiwa Kindergarten, Nov. 10th and 11th, 1916.

Miss Dawson presided and a very good pro-
gramme was carried out, much to the satisfaction
of all who attended.

There were representatives from all the kinder-
gartens in the district and both from an educa-
tional and a social standpoint the Convention
proved a great success.

The only speaker from a distance was Miss
Wakuyama. She gave two very helpful addresses,
one on “Patriotism” and another on “Nature
Study”, Mr. Kimura, Principal of the Nagoya Chu-
gakko gave a very good address during the
devotional hour, Saturday morning. The other
Japanese ladies who took part in the programme
were Miss Nakamura, Miss Hirakawa and Mrs.
Shimizu. Miss Dawson gave a talk on games and
afterwards we all formed a circle and she had us
play the games that she had already taught at the
General Conference in Karuizawa. It was a very
enjoyable and profitable hour and such a cheery
“finish up” to the season. Before closing the busi-
ness meeting, Saturday afternoon, a Constitution
was drawn up as a guide to the carrying out of
these Conventions from year to year. The officers
elected for the coming year, were, —

Pres. Miss M. M. Young,
Vice-Pres. Mrs. Ichimura

English Sec. Miss H. Robinson.
Jap. Sec. and Treas. Mrs. Shimizu.

The Convention decided that we should meet
yearly at the same place Nagoya, in the month of
November.

M. M. YOUNG, GROUP LEADER.

(6) 1918%8H
[NAGOYA BRANCH MEETING]
The Kindergartners in the four ken — Shizuoka,
Aichi, Gifu, and Miye-met in Nagoya at Kakiwa
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Kindergarten, Oct. 26th and 27th to hold their
Annual Branch Convention.

The program was full of good things, including
a devotional period at the opening of each session.
We were privileged to have with us Miss Waku-
yama of Kobe and Mr. Fukuma, who by their
addresses contributed much to the success of the
convention. Miss Wakuyama’s address on Nature
Study was followed by an open discussion. An hour
was spent in games with Miss Robinson directing.

The exhibit of work was very interesting and
there was a good quantity, as well as a great
variety.

All who attended the convention expressed their
great satisfaction to us before they said their
”Good-bye’s”

M. M. YOUNG.

(7) 1918%8H

[THE RYUJO KINDERGARTENS, NAGOYA]

Our kindergartens are going on satisfactorily,
from year to year. We raised the fees in each of the
three kindergarten in April, and we are thankful
to say that the Hon-en, and the branch kinder-
garten at Oike Cho have increased in numbers
rather than decreased since then.

Every year we have such good reports of the
graduates as they begin their study in the city
schools. The teachers find them very bright and
interesting pupils, and so often we meet the little
ones on the street returning from school decorated
with one of those little tassels that distinguishes
the wearer as “the brightest in his class” or the
“best behaved” or for some other special distinction.

The kindergarten Sunday School is flourishing
one. It is a splendid means of keeping in touch
with the graduates, week by week.

The mother’s meetings are held regularly and
are well attended. Our greatest desire, of course,
is to lead the mothers into the Kingdom so that
parents and children may realize that the
Almighty Creator is their Father in Heaven, and
that the Lord Jesus is their greatest friend.

Ha [Hns]
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The mothers show real interest and like to hear
about these Eternal things because they in many
instances see real faith in their children, but few
of them actually realize that they themselves need

jesus.

[RYUJO KINDERGARTEN TRAINING SCHOOL]

There are eleven young women in the Training
School this year. Five entered in April 1917, and
six entered this Spring. They are all most promis-
ing girls and I find it a most absorbing work teach-
ing them.

We have Normal classes for Sunday School work
and each girl in training gets an opportunity to
show her individual ability in practical Sunday
School work as well as in the kindergarten class
work.

M. M. YOUNG.

(8) 191848H
[RYUJO KINDERGARTEN GARDEN]
Miss Young, in a graphic description of —
Ryujo Kindergarten Garden,

Writes — “We have a very nice large garden with
flowers and flowering-shrubs of various kinds, and
it is a delightful sight to see the children flitting
about, here and there, among these flowers which
they never pick unless one of the teachers goes
out with them for that purpose, with shears in
hand.”

In speaking of the spring flowers, and naming
the earlier ones, omitted here — “They are followed
by the violets and pansies with their little up-
turned faces that bring so much joy to the children,
that they at once break forth into song —

‘Open your eyes, my pansy bright, —

Open your eyes, open to me,

Where did you get that purple hue?

Did the clouds smile as you came through?

The bright, golden daffy-down dilly, too, never
fails to lift up his head among the early spring
blossoms that bring us good cheer at Easter-time,

and suggest to us triumphant songs of praise to
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Him who was victorious over the grave-alive for
evermore, Alleluia!

There are also the autumn flowers making a
goodly show to greet the little ones when they
return after their vacation; and these flowers with
the maple leaves help us out nicely in our Thanks-
giving decorations.

We also have fruit trees of various kinds which
bear us fruit as well as flowers, and we sometimes
cultivate a few vegetables, and the lessons that
the children naturally learn by observing and
handling these “books of nature” are many as well
as most interesting.

We could get our year’s programme altogether
out of our garden! For what with the pond and its
goldfish, tadpoles, frogs, and dragon-flies, the
flowers and trees with their attending insect and
bird life, over all of which the glorious sun bestows
its gladdening rays of wonder-working color and
enlivening heat, while the clouds furnish the much
needed rain and give refreshment of another kind
to the varied life, — such lessons may be multiplied
indefinitely.

Finally the crowning thought, that all nature
waits daily and hourly upon that still higher
Power, who Himself is the Creator of the sun and
the clouds, of the flowers and birds, and Who, we
must lead the children to see, created them all to
give joy to His dear little ones — themselves, the
work of His hands, made in his image!

Thus it is that the precious children may come
to know that, like the insects and flowers, their
chief end in life, and their greatest joy should be,
to glorify Him who created them!

(9) 1919&£8AH
[REPORT OF RYUJO KINDERGARTEN, NAGOYA]
The year 1918, was a very blessed year in our
Kindergarten as far as the children were
concerned.
We started in the autumn with Miss Howe’s
programme and had very good results in every way.
We sent 22.15 yen to the “Unit in France” fund,
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10.00 yen to work among the Japanese soldiers in
Siberia. Then after that we had a most satisfactory
Thanksgiving collection for work among the poor
here in Nagoya. Christmas, are usual, was a most
happy time and the parents thoroughly enjoyed
the festivities with their children, and got a lot of
Christian teaching at the same time.

A large class graduated and we hear most
gratifying reports from the primary teachers
regarding them.

M. M. YOUNG, SUPERVISOR.

[OIKE CHO BRANCH KINDERGARTEN]

Two little girls belonging to the Oike Cho
Kindergarten died this summer. One, especially,
was such a dear little Christian. We had a memo-
rial meeting in the Kindergarten for her, yesterday
afternoon. Then her father and mother told us all
about her faith. They had a Buddhist funeral, but
since then, they have realized that they ought to
confess, to the Kindergarten teachers and children,
that they firmly believe their little daughter of six
years was a true believer in Jesus Christ, and that
she was greatly comforted by the truth that she
knew. Bible texts, she often repeated and sang,
hymns. She also always thanked God and said a
little prayer before partaking of the food at
mealtime. Two days before she died, she sand, “God
sees the little sparrows fall;” and her face beamed
with inward joy, although she was so weak and
also suffering so much.

The parents have been deeply impressed and
the mother is sure that she wants to know the
same Truth that made her child’s death so beau-
tiful. The father is not so sure that he will “follow
on to know,” but he certainly is at present very
much interested in what he has heard, and we pray
that he too, will come to know the joy of our Lord.

M. M. YOUNG.

[RYUJO TRAINING SCHOOL REPORT]
There were eleven girls in training at the begin-

ning of the year, but one of the most promising
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pupils was obliged to give up on account of her
health.

Five graduated in March, and every one of them
is engaged in teaching in some one of the six
Kindergarten connected with our mission work.

Four new pupils entered in April. The greatest
hindrance that I find to the young women making
a success of their work, both while in training and
again afterwards in their direct Kindergarten
work, is their frail bodies. Just what is the cause
of this weakness (in many cases), or how to over-
come it, I do not know. Sometimes I fear they are
not properly nourished; but I do my best for them,
and am looking forward to a time when food stuffs
will not be so high and we may have the joy of
working for robust young women, and may also
have good reason to anticipate a time when our
graduates will be so vigorous in body and spirit,
that we may have the satisfaction of seeing them
take the lead in general progressive work among
children and women in this country, where such

leaders are so much needed.
M. M. YOUNG.

(10) 1920« 7H
[RYUJO KINDERGARTENS, NAGOYA, 1, 2 AND 3]

We have had a very happy and successful year
in our work among the children.

There has been a large regular attendance at
the three Kindergartens with very little serious
illness, although some of the teachers had to take
days off from time to time on account of sickness.

We raised the fee again this year in all three
Kindergartens, making, howe\'rer, no decrease in
the number of applications for entrance.

Our graduating classes always present the
kindergarten with some very substantial gift as a
remembrance of the said children in that class.
This year, at the Honen, enough money was
collected to get a boat-swing costing ¥53.00.

Our happiest day apart from the Christmas
festival is generally “Mothers’ Day,” when the
mothers come with the children, spend the
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morning with them, and are each presented with
a bouquet of flowers as they leave.

The Habashita Kindergarten has, I think, the
best attended Mothers’ Meetings; and they also
have well attended alumni classes twice a month.

There are a good many well attended Sunday
Schools carried on in connection with the Kinder-
garten work. We consider this a very satisfactory
branch of our work, in many cases being able to
keep in touch with the children long after they
have graduated from the Kindergarten. We now
have several children in our Kindergarten whose
mothers were themselves graduates of the Ryujo
Kindergarten.

MARGARET M. YOUNG.

(11) 1921%¥7AH
[NAGOYA, REPORT OF RYUJO
KINDERGARTEN AND TWO BRANCHES]

The year 1921 was one of the most satisfactory
years we have had in our kindergarten work.
Always a very good attendance, almost no illness,
the teachers and children thoroughly enjoying
themselves the whole time.

There were 63 registered in the Shirakabe-cho
Yochien, 41 in Habashita, and 35 at Oike-cho. Our
garden is a great joy to the children at Shirakabe-
cho; it is ideal. Then we are near the military
parade-grounds, and can often get out for an
enjoyable walk without getting much dust or mud.
The Oike-cho Yochien is within about eight
minutes’ walk of the park and quite near the
zoological gardens, so we frequently take walks
over there. One day I asked the children to draw
one or two of the animals they had seen the day
before when visiting the zoo. A little boy drew two
camels, showing a true picture of the head, large
body with two humps, but giving them no legs. I
asked him if the camel had no legs, He at once
replied. “Yes, four legs, but those camels over there
are never standing up when I visit the zoo, so I
never see them,” and sure enough I recalled the
fact that they were not standing up when I saw
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them either. We spend a good deal of time out of
doors, and that accounts for the good health of the
children no doubt. Twice during the year our
kindergartens have been associated with the city
primary schools, in the wards in which two of our
kindergartens are situated once at games and once
at a concert given by the most musical children in
the different schools within the ward. Our kinder-
garten children, as well as their teachers, who took
part, received great credit and praise for their
share in the entertainment.

The mothers’ meetings have been well attended
during the past year, and we find them a very good
means for evangelistic work always, making the
evangelistic side the most important part of the
meetings. Many mothers acknowledge that they
believe Christianity to be the Truth, and some few
women in Habashita have come out and made a
public profession in Christ and uniting with the
Church.

MARGARET M. YOUNG, SUPERVISOR.

(12) 192278
[RYUJO KINDERGARTENS AND

KINDERGARTEN TRAINING SCHOOL, NAGOYA]

The year 1921-22 has seen a great change in
Ryujo Kindergarten and the Training School, in
that Miss M. M. Young, who has been principal
for twenty-three years, has felt it necessary to
retire from active work and return to Canada. She
has with love and untiring effort given herself
unstintingly to the work, and it will be difficult
for anyone to succeed her. During that time, from
the Central and two Branch Kindergartens 715
children have graduated, and from the Training
School twenty-seven young women have been sent
forth fully trained, and three more as assistants
in kindergarten work. When one thinks of the
leavening influence of those many lives one can
estimate in part how Miss Young’s “echoes roll from
soul to soul, and grow forever and forever.”

During the year the work in the three kinder-

gartens has been carried on with an enrollment of
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some 140 children. Owing to the fact that the street
at Oike-cho was being broadened, we were forced
to move from there to Gokisomura, where we now
have a flourishing kindergarten in full swing.

A number of changes in teachers has taken
place, several having gone to build up Christian
homes, in which work we heartily wish them God-
speed, and trust that other young women will feel
the call for service and enter for study in our
Training School. At present there are six girls in
training, and although the numbers are small we
think the standard of character is high, and look
for a successful year.

Sunday School classes connected with the three
kindergartens number seventeen, and Mothers’
Meetings and Kindergarten Graduates’ Meetings
are still regarded as important means of making
the kindergarten an evangelistic agency and of
continuing the important work which Miss Young
so ably established.

As Miss Young’s substitute I have taken over
the work and am assisted by four other teachers
in the Training School.

NORAF. J. BOWMAN.

(13) 19234
[RYUJO KINDERGARTEN, NAGOYA]

The mothers’ meetings have been well attended
during the past year, and we find them a very good
means for evangelistic work always, making the
evangelistic side the most important part of the
meetings. Many mothers acknowledge that they
believe Christianity to be the Truth, and some few
women in Habashita have come out and made a
public profession in Christ and are uniting with
the Church.

MARGARET M. YOUNG,
METH. CHURCH OF CANADA.

(14) 1924 &
[RYUJO KINDERGARTEN, NAGOYA]
Among the Mothers of the Matsumoto,
Toyohashi and Habashita Branch of Ryujo Kinder-
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garten, several mothers, averaging from six in
each, are receiving systematic Bible teaching and
an increasing interest among the mothers in the
Mothers’ Meetings is very encouraging; The Gokiso
Branch of Ryujo Kindergarten has organized a
Mothers’ Society, the agressive menbers being
mothers of last year’s graduates.

In all Mothers’ Meetings, attempts to have the
parents use proper undergarments for their
children, is well responded to.

All of the kindergartens showed readiness to
help generously after the great earthquake and
at Thanksgiving time. We in Nagoya, felt that the
gifts had not been the children’s so at Christmas
we made preparation by giving each child a mite-
box to make and by gaining the co-operation of
the Mothers and teachers, to lead the children to
self-sacrificing gifts. The result was good. At one
kindergarten, a poor family had clothing bought
for the children; at another, a set of new quilts
was bought for a lonely poor old man.

The desire to lead the parents and children to
a living faith is increasing among our Japanese
Kindergartners and we feel that that is not the
least important cause of thankfulness for the year
ending July,1924.

NORA BOWMAN.

(15) 19254

[REPORTS OF BRANCHES, TOKAI BRANCH]

The sixth annual meeting of the Tokai Branch
of the Kindergarten Union was held in Nagoya on
November 9th and 10th, 1924. Fifty-seven kinder-
garteners from Shizuoka, Mie, Gifu and Aichi Ken
were present. The opening session held at Ryujo
Kindergarten was of a devotional nature with an
inspiring address from Rev. Mr. Mcllwain, and
after the reports of the officers and the appoint-
ment of a Nomination Committee the meeting
adjourned for afternoon tea, to meet again in the
evening.

The evening meal was served to all at Ryujo
Kindergarten, and at 7 P.vM., the evening session
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commenced. Reports were given of the Kansai City
Kindergarteners Conference held at Kyoto, and of
the Kansai Branch of the Christian Kindergarten
Union held at Kobe.

The question Drawer was opened and called
forth interesting discussion. At 9.30 the meeting
adjourned till next day.

On Saturday, at 9.00 A.M., the Exhibit opened,
and the regular session of the conference at 9.30.
Miss Wakuyama gave an interesting and helpful
talk on “The Morning Circle in the Kindergarten.”
The question box was continued with project. At
noon the meeting adjourned for half an hour of
intercessions.

After lunch the conference met at the newly
built Seiryu Kindergarten. At this meeting the City
Kindergarteners (non-Christians) were invited
and gladly attended. “Stories and how to tell them
to Kindergarten children” was the subject of Miss
Wakuyama’s address, and it was much enjoyed by
all.

A period for songs and games was successfully
carried through. The new officers were announced
and the meeting closed at 4.30. All separated,
feeling that it had been good to meet together, and
regretting that the time had been so short.

Respectfully submitted,
NORAF. J. BOWMAN,
PRESIDENT OF BRANCH.

(16) 1925%
[RYUJO KINDERGARTEN, NAGOYA]
Ryujo Central Kindergarten.
Ryujo Habashita Branch.
Ryujo Gokiso Branch.

The year closing July, 1925, has seen few
changes in our three kindergartens. One faithful
teacher has become a home-maker, another has
moved on to open up a new kindergarten in
Shinshu, and two new ones have come to fill their
places. The children in the Central Kindergarten
average sixty, and in the two branches fifty each.

We have raised the age of entrance to full four
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years of age, and find that the numbers have not
decreased, and that the children being more
developed tire less easily. We are told that they
delight in their daily play and regret having
holidays.

The mothers constantly tell us of the interesting
stories which the children carry home. One mother
says, that though not a Christian she used to pray
once a day to the christian God of whom she had
heard from a friend. But since her child has been
in the Kindergarten, he is not content with that,
but insists on giving thanks before each meal. She
says he tells his elder brother the Bible stories he
hears, and the latter has become so interested that
he has now given up asking for Japanese folklore
stories, and drinks in stories out of “Line upon Line”
which gives Old Testament heroes. We are thankful
to say that the mother has come to believe, and
she testifies to the wonderful peace, hope and love
which has entered into her life — so much so, that
after her weekly Bible lesson she goes home and
shares the truth with her little maid, who delights
to hear Bible teaching, and who seems to specially
need the power of God in her life.

At “Gokiso” Kindergarten a sleeping Christian
has awakened, and, with other mothers, goes
weekly to Miss Cook’s English Class followed by
Bible study and hymns, and is endeavoring to get
out to church.

Miss Hawkins formerly of Toyohashi, joined our
staff in March and spent three months with us
before her furlough. She had much encouragement
in her visiting in the homes of parents. We look for
her return to continue the work next year. The
Graduates’ meetings at the three kindergartens are
a problem. It seems impossible to set the children
at the same hour as alternating weeks of afternoon
and morning school upset things. An average of
fifteen or so from each kindergarten come for a
weekly English Class, and on the whole the
attendance at Sunday School is fairly good on the
part of recent graduates, but the older ones have
fallen off. We would be grateful for helpful
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suggestions as to how to keep in touch with
graduates.

The mothers’ meetings in the three kinder-
gartens are encouraging. Each one has officers
from among the graduate children’s mothers and
from the present children’s mothers. The societies
have become self-supporting and a good deal of
interest is shown in planning the monthly meeting.
This year, at the first mother’s meeting we had a
short period for games at the close, and it proved
to be a great help in breaking down barriers.
Physical Examination of the children has shown
us that a large per cent of our children suffer from
diseased throats, noses and teeth, and we are try-
ing to incite the mothers to combat this evil.
Helpful addresses by specialists have been appre-
ciated by the families of the children, and we hope
will eventually lead the parents to take more care
regarding the health of their children. Embroidery
Classes and Cooking Classes have given new inter-
ests to the members of the mothers’ meeting.

Each year we feel increasingly the need of a
kindergartener who can give much of her time to
visiting in the homes, and teaching classes of
inquirers. We constantly realize the truth of our
Lord’s words “The harvest truly is plentious but
the labourers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord
of the Harvest that He will send forth labourers
into His Harvest.”

NORAF. J. BOWMAN.

[RYUJO KINDERGARTEN
TRAINING SCHOOL, NAGOYA]

The importance of the child, and the benefit of
child study seems to be being realized increasingly
in Japan, if we can judge by the number of High
School graduates who are seeking for entrance to
our Kindergarten Training Schools. Though this
school is small the type of student is earnest-
hearted and painstaking. Even though some of the
students on entering are non-Christians, they have
thus far been glad to be taught Christianity, and
have all become Christians before graduation.
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The fact that the request for bursaries is
decreasing shows that parents are realizing the
importance of higher education, and are willing to
bear the expense of it. This school after having sent
out some thirty good teachers during Miss Young’s
term of devoted service, has now been recognized
by the prefecture, so that graduates may now
receive a prefectural certificate without exami-
nation. As the premises are small we can only take
in twenty students but we hope as years go on to
enlarge the institution. Owing to a very small entry
last year, we number only fifteen now, but we expect
a full endowment from next year, as we had to
refuse some eight students this spring, and already
some are speaking of applying next spring.

The most encouraging testimony to the work of
the school is the appreciative letters from parents
and friends regarding the development they see
from year to year in the students as they return
for their holidays. The fact that students-in-train-
ing urge their friends to enter also speaks well for
the enjoyment the girls find in their studies.

We are especially thankful for the Christian
spirit of the school. The students are keen about
Sunday School work. When earthquake relief was
asked for last June, they had very little pocket
money from which to make a contribution, but spent
five hours or so one holiday selling flowers from
the garden, to enable them to send a contribution.

This year we received for the first time a
Formosan student. We have already sent two
graduates abroad, and our graduates are now
teaching in many different cities in Japan, so that
we feel that the school is gradually becoming far-
reaching in its influence. We trust that the definite
Christian spirit in the school will be not only
maintained but deepened year by year. Then, if
we can teach our girls to care wisely for the child
and his development, surely we are truly serving

our country and our God.
NORAF. J. BOWMAN.
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(17) 1926 &%

It is comparatively dificult to get the parents
to send the children to us on Sundays even while
they are attending the kindergarten, however, the
prayerful training which they receive daily in the
kindergarten before six years of age, does lay a
foundation which influences their lives. Though
during the Primary school period they may tem-
porarily forget it, we find that as young men and
women, when hearts grow hungry as they face life,
many again seek Christian teaching. If there was
ever a time ripe for kindergarten effort it is now,
and I do urge praying friends at home to be our
intercessors. We need prayer that the young
eighteen-year-old teachers may be intercessors for
their children, as well as leaders of them, and we
need prayer that the little hearts of the children
may be good seedplots, and that the right seed may
be sown there, and that by the developement of
the children, the parents may realize the power of
God and seek Him.

The serious-minded, evangelistic spirit of the
kindergartners now working among the young, is
a great cause for thankfulness. One great work of
one teacher is a class of some twenty-five boys of
the teen-age, held on Tuesday evenings for social
intercourse and Bible study, through which rough
diamonds are becoming polished, and developing
into good, serious-minded young men. Another
effort is the hymn-singing period at a large Girl’s
Sewing-school, where precious seeds are being
sown, and where popular songs of a very poor
order, are being replaced by bright hymns which
carry a message to the soul.

The kindergarten acts as an open door to
hundreds of homes. Pray for the Japanese children
and teachers as they enter in, that they may by
God’s power, be His winesses.

NORA BOWMAN.
CANADIAN EPISCOPAL, NAGOYA.
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(18) 1926 &

This year in the history of Kindergartens in
Japan is a Red-letter year, in that the Education
Department, for the first time in the history of
Japan, issued rules relating to Kindergarten work,
and thus declared itself in favor of the work, which
has for forty-six years been carried on by Christian
and non-Christian Educationalists and by
Christian Missionaries. What is also a happy
coincidence, the rules were made public on April
21st, the birthday of the great founder of the
Kindergarten, Freidrich Froebel. The great hope
of the Education Department now is to increase
the number of kindergartens, private and public
throughout Japan, and to raise the Standard of
Kindergarten teachers. Their next step will
probably be the establishment of training-schools
throughout the country.

NORA BOWMAN.

The Mothers’ Meetings in each kindergarten are
now organized and self-supporting, and are
becoming more and more interesting and helpful
to the parents. They bring the mothers together
and create friendships. All kinds of discussions
take place, such as, “The best kind of clothes and
food for children,” “The way to create right habits,”
“The best way to retain a child’s confidence and
correct his faults.” Many different courses of
lectures, demonstrations in cookery, embroidery,
etc., give practical help as well as social inter-
course, and serve to make the kindergarten an
influence in the homes.

From among the parents, there is a gradul in-
crease in numbers of those of who feel that they
must have Divine Power to help them bring up
their children rightly and have happy homes. From
these we are getting a few regular inquirers, and
when Miss Hawkins gets into the work and we
have time for calling in the homes, I believe we
shall have many more regular inquirers from the
main kindergarten and Gokiso.

NORA BOWMAN.
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The Mothers’ meetings have been very interest-
ing, with discussions of the problems of the women.
At one kindergarten where the children are mostly
from shops, the parents found the problem of cake
money a troublesome one, some children spending
from ¥2. to ¥3. a month. The Kindergarten teachers
planned a system of note-books, marked each day
at home by the mothers, showing the amount of
money spent on cake given to the child. This record
was read out each day in the kindergarten, and
resulted in a very marked improvement, finally
most of the children spent very little indeed upon
cakes. At all of our Mothers’ Meetings, the
expenses of tracts, etc., are met by the fees which
are paid each month together with the fees of the
children. We have tried to have addresses that
should be practically helpful to the mothers, on
child health, child training, and psychology, as well
as our regular Evangelistic addresses. There have
also been cooking and sewing-classes.

We have been delighted with the request of one
of our mothers that she receive regular teaching,
as well as that a Sunday-school be opened in her
house. The Sunday school was small at first, but
is gradually growing — there being about twenty
regular attendants now.

NORA BOWMAN.
CANADIAN EPISCOPAL, NAGOYA.

(20) 1927 &

We are very thankful to say that the students
who entered the school as non-Christians have
been baptized, so that our students are now all
christians. What we feel most thankful for is the
earnest-hearted endeavor of all, and this is the
spirit which we hope will always be characteristic
of our school. A gratifying testimony to the spirit
in the school was given by one of our non-Christian
teachers, as he bade us forewell in June. He said
that he felt the purity of the atmosphere as he
came week by week for art lessons, and that the
simple faith of the students, especially of one
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whose testimony he had heard, had determined
him to seek the God whom Christianity introduces
to men. He felt that teaching in the school was to
him a source of nourishment and uplift. We trust
that we may influence others more deeply as time
goes on, but knowing that there are many enemies
we do earnestly beg for your prayers for daily
purification and growth by the Power of God.
NORA BOWMAN.

(21) 1929 %
[GOKISO KINDERGARTEN, NAGOYA]

We hear many stories of the children who learn
at the kindergarten, of the ever present protection
of the Heavenly Father, losing their fear of the
dark. One of these was particularly striking in the
impression which it made upon the parents of the
child. The father is an educationist, working at
present upon a newspaper staff, and is quite a
student of psychology and of child development.
So impressed was he with the following incident
that it appeared in his newspaper, under the head-
ing “The faith of a little child”. One evening, the
father was working at home. It was a very stormy
night and all the shutters were closed, so that not
even a ray of light from the street penetrated the
dark upstairs rooms. Then too, as the wind blew,
there were all sorts of weird noises, which sent
shivers of terror down the children’s spines. Father
wanted his bag of papers from upstairs, and asked
his eldest boy, a lad of about twelve, to go and get
it for him. The boy started, and got about half way
up the stairs, but when he heard the weird noises
and saw the darkness, he couldn’t face it and came
running back into the light of the living-room. He
didn’t say anything to his father, but went over to
his sister, a girl of ten, and asked her if she’d go
up with him. She agreed and the two of them
started off, but even then they couldn’t face it, and
both came running down as fast as they could go.
Little Toshiko, one of the kindergarten children,
was sitting playing, and she said, “I'll go and get
father’s bag”, and up she went, all alone into the
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darkness of the upstairs, turned on the light, got
the bag, turned the light off again, and came down.
Her father had been watching; though he hadn’t
said anything, and as he took the bag he asked
her, “Why weren’t you afraid Toshiko?” “At the
kindergarten we learned the verse, ‘Fear not, I am
with thee’, and the teacher says we needn’t be
afraid anywhere, because we aren’t alone, God is
with us.” The father was so touched that the tears
came to his eyes. As the mother told us of this and
other incidents, she said that her husband had
remarked, “Toshiko will lead us all to be Christians
yet.” We believe that she will too, for the mother
is studying, and also the older children are coming
to Sunday School.

This same little girl, when her mother refused
to give money to beggars, ran and got her own
money-box and begged her mother to take money
out of it for them, because she had learned,
“Blessed is he that considereth the poor, the Lord
will deliver him in the time of trouble”. Also, when
asked by her mother to tell a caller that mother
was not at home, she said that she couldn’t because
it was not the truth. The mother said that she was
shamed before her child, but she rejoiced in her
truthfulness. None of the other children would
think twice about it, she said, but she realized
what an influence the religious teaching in the
kindergarten was having upon the character of her
little girl.

FRANCES HAWKINS

[BIBLE VERSES AS SEEDS]
[RYUJO KINDERGARTEN, NAGOYA]

We constantly hear of the influence that
memorizing Bible verses has upon the lives and
character of the children.

One little girl used to be very naughty at home,
slapping both brothers and sisters and her mother
also when things did not please her.

Try as she would, the mother could not cure
the habit. Finally she heard that the child was
being taught, ‘Honour thy father and thy mother’s
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at the kindergarten. When the teacher called at
the child’s home, the mother asked her to explain
the meaning of the verse to her little girl. After-
wards, the teacher asked her whether slapping
one’s mother was obeying that command; the child
hung her head in shame. From that day the child
has often recited that verse as her favorite and
her mother tells us that she has quite given up
her bad habit.
NORA BOWMAN.

[RYUJO KINDERGARTEN, NAGOYA]

One Buddhist father, a drunkard, whose little
girl rejoiced in the kindergarten refused to allow
his child at home to sing the songs she had learned
at kindergarten, or to pray before meals. The child
was so hurt that she became very silent and
dejected when her father was near. At last the
father grew anxious about her, and one day asked
her to sing a song for he missed the sunshine she
had once brought into the home. She searched his
face to see if he really meant the request, and then
became her old sunny self and sang for him. From
that day she has not been reproved for singing,
but the bigoted grandfather came to live with the
family and complained because the child would not
worship before a Buddhist household shrine. The
father begged for freedom for the child to worship
the God whom she trusts as she does not know

the difference.
NORA BOWMAN.

[RYUJO KINDERGARTEN, NAGOYA]

The children are taught to pray to their
Heavenly Father, and to give thanks, and to ask
for help to be good and for help in times of need or
sickness. We find that many of them refuse to eat
their meals at home until they are allowed to give
thanks for their food, and that many have the habit
of prayer before going to bed. In many homes the

family circle after the evening meal is entertained
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on account of what was done or seen or heard at
the kindergarten. In one such family the little boy
became ill, and suffered from a protracted disease.
He constantly told his mother that his great regret
was that he was missing the stories about the Lord
Jesus which were given three times a week at
kindergarten. We helped to overcome that by
lending his mother Hurlbutt’s Bible Stories for
Children. She told us that his keeness made them
think that they should all become Christians.
When he became well he brought his little brother
with him to Sunday School.
NORA BOWMAN.

[MIZUHO KINDERGARTEN, NAGOYA]

One of the kindergarten children when ill could
not retain any of the medicine which was given
him. His mother begged him to try his very best,
and he did, but without result. At last his mother,
worn out with anxiety began to cry about it, and
the little fellow said, “Mother, I think if you would
pray I'd be able to take the medicine.” His mother
didn’t know what to say or how to pray, but she
had heard the child, and lifting up her heart to
the God whom she didn’t know, but whom her child
had learned to trust, she prayed that the little one
might be helped, and God heard her, for the next
time the medicine was given, the child was able to
retain it, and from that time began to improve,
and was soon back at kindergarten again.

At this same kindergarten, the children had
been praying every day for a little one who was ill,
and the teacher asked them to pray at home also,
when they were saying their evening prayers. One
little fellow went home, asked for a piece of paper,
and in his own unskillful letters wrote the little
friend’s name, then pinned the paper up in the
tokonoma, and knelt down and prayed for the little
friend. The fathers of the two children worked in
the same bank, and when the father of the one
asked the father of the other how he was getting
on, the sick boy’s father wanted to know how the
other knew of his boy’s illness. When he heard, he
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was very much impressed, and when he told the
teacher later how grateful they were, she had an
opportunity of pressing home the fact that the God
of the children, is the One in whom we all need to
trust, and to urge that the parents also hear of
Him.

FRANCES HAWKINS.

(22) 1930 %
[RYUJO KINDERGARTEN
TRAINING SCHOOL, NAGOYA]
History of School.

This Training-school for Kindergarten Teachers,
is under the auspices of the Missionary Society of
the Church of England in Canada. It was started
thirty-two years ago, with one student-in-training,
and as the kindergarten called for more teachers,
one by one, young girls applied for training with
Miss M. Young, so as to supply the needs of the
Christian Kindergartens founded in our Diocese.
By March, 1924, thirty-one teachers had been sent
out to our Episcopal Church kindergartens, and
two to presbyterian Kindergartens.

In September, 1924, we received official recogni-
tion from the Prefectural Authorities, at that time,
fourteen students were in training. Since 1927, the
building has been enlarged, so that twenty-five
students can be accomodated, and at present, we
have that number enrolled.

Dormitory Life.

Every year, the Dormitory students number
fifteen or sixteen. The Principal, living in a wing
of the hostel, acts as Head of the Hostel, and a
Japanese Matron in the Hostel, co-opertates with
the principal or vice-principal in governing the
students. Under the supervision of the Matron, the
students have daily household tasks, and once a
week are responsible for deciding upon the bill of
fare, and helping the maid to prepare that day’s
food. The first year students each share a room
with a second year student, the dormitory room of

the Junior student being changed each term in
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order that they may get to know a different second-
year student. The second year students act as head
of their respective rooms, but a class President of
each year, acts as spokesman for her class, so that
there is a good deal of Student Government in the
dormitory as well as in the School.

In the dormitory, seven p.m. calls all together for
evening prayer conducted in turn by the students,
and a twenty-minute quiet time for individual
devotions, is given each night before lights-out bell
sounds at 9.50 p.m. The Morning Prayer hour is a
united one for the family of six Teachers, students
(resident and day), and the maids, at 7.20 daily.

Relation of Teachers and Students.

Since six Kindergarteners live in the compound,
the resident students have many opportunities for
meeting and being influenced by them. Altogether
we form one large family, united in God’s name,
for work amongst children and parents. We feel
that the atmosphere produces a bond of fellowship
which continues years after all separate to work
in different spheres, and that the dormitory life,
helps the students to feel the importance of time,
of forming regular habits of rising and resting, of
food, both material and spiritual, and of system
in household management. By living in a wing next
to the dormitory, we foreign teachers have oppor-
tunities to touch the life of the students on holi-
days, as well as school days, and to keep stricter
supervision over the health of the students,
physical and spiritual, and to know, and try to

influence their characters.

Curriculum.

The curriculum of the school, gives lectures in
the following subjects: Kindergarten Principles and
Practice; Program and Program making; Mother
Play; Froebelian Gifts and Occupations, adapted
to Japanese Child-life; Child Study in Theory and
Practical examples, showing methods of applica-
tion; Child Psychology; General Psychology, Educa-

tion and Educational Reformers; Japanese Lan-
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guage and Literature; Kindergarten Songs and
Games; Old and New Testament and Prayer Book;
Christian Ethics; Theory and Practice in Story
telling (Bible and otherwise), Part Singing; Draw-
ing and Painting; Gymnastics, Rhythms.

Physical Exercises and Health Training.

One school-period of the week is given over to
pysical training. Whenever possible, this takes the
form of volley-ball, played out-of-doors. When this
is not possible a physical Culture Class is con-
ducted indoors. Class activities include marching-
with a view to giving the students not only exer-
cise, but also the principles of marching, to be
applied in the kindergarten, Physical exercises,
with or without dumbells, wands, etc.: Folk Danc-
ing and group games. In addition to this, one period
of the week is devoted to the learning and practice
of games used in the kindergarten, together with
all of the kindergarten teachers. Another hour is
given to rhythms. The students are also encour-
aged to spend as much time as possible out-of-
doors, to play in the school garden, and to walk
one way, to near-by kindergartens. On holidays,
there are frequently excursions to the woods,
which we feel fosters a love of the out-of-doors,
and of exercise, which is most important to the
maintenance of good health.

In their second year, for two terms, the students
receive a weekly lecture upon School and Social
Hygeine, Methods of caring for children, First Aid,
and General Health Laws, from a Doctor. They are
also given practical instruction in other classes
upon caring for the health of the children, the
necessity of activity, sun-light, and fresh-air, of

playing out-of-doors, etc.

Religious Training.

The Old Testament is taught as part of the
Curriculum, as well as the Prayer Book, by Rev.
P.G. Kawai. At Morning Prayers, during the two
years, a good portion of the New Testament is

covered, and parts of the Psalms. All students are
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expected to attend Church Service on Sunday, and
those who are not teaching, are required to attend
a Bible Class. Sunday afternoon Bible Classes are
held for those busy teaching during the morning.
There is also Preparation class, once a week, for
the Bible story told to the kindergarten children.

Evangelistic work.

We desire in our school especially, to foster the
Evangelistic spirit, and endeavor by practice as
well as precept to keep this ideal before our
students. The religious training given in the
school, we feel is a preparation for this, and we
are encouraged by results shown. Many of the girls
who enter for training are already Christians, and
up to the present, all have become so before
leaving. Those who are qualified when they come
in, at once become teachers of Sunday-school
classes, either in Kindergarten or Church Sunday-
Schools. Practically all, in their second year, have
Sunday-school classes. The second year girls, tell
a Bible-story each week, to the kindergarten group
of which they have charge, and are of course, espe-
cially interested in influencing those children. The
students help also, in Evangelistic work in our
churches, by going at times of special preachings
to help with the singing and also in the special
United Evangelistic meetings. We feel however,
that their great contribution to Evangelistic work
is through the children, whom they are training
every day in the Kindergarten, and on Sundays in
the Sunday-schools, and are glad to be able to say
that in our graduates also, the same ideal is ever
uppermost — to lead the children, and through
them, the parents, to the true source of Power, and
to show forth their own faith in Joyful Service.

Practice work.

Practice-teaching has a very important place
in our school-life. The Junior students go to the
kindergarten two mornings a week, and are
required to take a lesson for criticism about once

in two weeks, submitting a plan of the lesson to

522 (20004 )

WELHIIEES S AICHE LA TR I
Ao FHOBES S 23, B, HZAHILITEL
WEZHLOOIEINT T, iR T A HHEIC
1EH). SHEFEOT LS ICEBEOHELELHY
*LET,

HE DM %

IRV TR EROBHMEETCALZ &, £
LCHAERLORTIOHBLESDIZ, 5
PRI THCERIILTE LV ERVE T,

COFR TR INLFZHNZANHEIE, B2,
ZORODEMFTHY ., FAbIZZOKEIZL-
THZADTOLNTVET, BROZOIZA- Tk
B DYIIE, TTIZZYAF v 2 TTA, #
MORNIEREZ DV AF X k) L

ADELEXIZEEOHHHEI-HIZ, HEFERKOHK
fli & UCHfERI 2 HE AR TH A T E T, EEE
22 FHREALHBERD 7 7 A% FFo TV,
ML, HLYOYPHER DO 7V —TIE L Tw»
T3, bBEAAHESI, FICFLLbIlEEY
G252 LIl LEboTWET,

LI T A LOHARIBHOBEIZE
WTh, BEAHRWIAT-o 720, FFRlo s 5 A&
FNIEMLZY LTF moTCwET, LALRA
bt WHLOEHZA~OBEOREREBIE. K
LAYEHSHERTIRL T b Z0T b 7b%
WMLTThHY, BEADOHPTH ZOF UHM, §
LhbyEbbxBE, FofFEbbx@EL
TZDOMBR-b2 HOBEOFE~LHEE, EFL»
FICBVYWTHSHEDEWZRT I L 2 0%
BThhALWnHITLE, BHILELNTELILE
BATBY T,

KR

EHRREMIIEEAETFOP T, FEFICEELNME
rHEOTOET, 1 EERDBEEICEIC BT
&, THMI—EZOUFOLDORMERE S
NTHT, Y THZELIChoTVAEEIZER
FHE AR T2D0TT, ARV A7

— 193 —



JKU R it

the teacher who is to observe it. When not teaching,
they are expected to spend time, observing the
lessons of the teachers, and also in playing with
and observing the children. Each term, for variety
of experience, Junior students are sent to different
kindergartens.

In their second year the students are given full
responsibility for a class, usually two students to a
class, each student having the responsibility week-
about, of preparing her program (which is submitted
to, criticized and corrected by, Training-school
teachers) and carrying it out herself. She is also
responsible for the decoration of her own room. In
the first term, the students have charge of the
Senior class, and later on, of the little ones. From
time to time, also, each Senior student is required
to take charge of the Story-hour in the kindergarten,
and in their last term, each is required to take full
charge for one day, and after-wards for one week,
submitting plans of all activities and of lessons for
their own classes. Second year students are also
given opportunity from time to time to play the
organ or piano for kindergarten songs and games.
The opportunity of applying as they go along, the
Theoretic teaching which they are receiving, we feel
is very great value, as well as the personal contact
with the children, and thus arrange that in their
second year the students may hare as much as

possible.

Demonstration Schools.

Four affiliated kindergartens demonstrate the
principles and methods introduced to the students.
The students assisting in the kindergartens have
opportunity to help in the decoration of rooms, the
preparation and disposal of materials, preparation
of children and kindergartens for the different
festivals, as Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Natio-
nal Holidays, as well as the daily business of the
kindergarten. The four kindergartens are carried
on upon the same principles, buf show some
variety in methods of work. In each kindergarten

there is a different class of children, so that oppor-
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tunities are given of seeing variety in health and
character conditions, in the different classes of
society represented.

At each kindergarten, the teachers lead and
guide the students-in-training with sympathy and
consideration, remembering their need of help
during their own days of training, and by allotting
different duties to the students, the executive
ability, of responsibility, quickness of perception
and power of attraction to parents and children is
tested and gradually increased as the days go on.
Daily prayer together by one or another at noon,
after the children have left, deepens the sense of
the importance of the work amongst children and
parents, and of the need of dependence upon the
Heavenly Father to keep each one, and to bless
the efforts daily put forth.

Contact with Homes.

Our curriculum being heavy, and the time free
for visiting, very limited, we can only say that we
would like the contact of the students with the
homes to be greater. We try to arrange for each
student to go calling with a teacher, upon the
children in her own class, about once a term. They
are also allowed to attend, in turn, the Monthly
Mothers’ Meeting of the kindergarten, when they
have the opportunity of meeting the mothers of
their children. Practical instruction is also given
in the conducting of Mothers Meetings, and their
contact with and responsibility to the Parents, of
the children under their charge, which we hope
will be a guide and benefit after graduation.

The training school has yet many things to be
desired, but as we think over the criticisms and
commendations which have come to our ears, we
see the need of more time for research work and
broader reading. To carry this out, the course
would have to be extended to three years. Whether
that is advisable or whether a Post-graduate
course after a couple of years’ experience would be
best is a matter for serious consideration. At

present one is perhaps more in favour of the latter.
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Commendations regarding graduates usually
speak of their faithful willing service, coupled with
a desire to help in Church activities. This makes
us think that our motto “By love serve one
another”, is being practised, even though uncon-
sciously, by our graduates.

From amongst our eighty-seven graduates,
forty-nine are still in active work-one in Canada,
and one in Manchuria, and one has become a
teacher in the training-school. We have had the
privilege of training, we believe, the first Formosan
kindergartner. Many of our graduates are in
Christian homes of their own, one as far away as
South America. What we most heartily thank God
for is that not one has graduated a non-Christian,
and only three have taught in non-Christian
kindergartens. We trust that our graduates will
ever be Christian Educationalists, and that their
influence may be for the building up of Christ’s
kigdom.

One of our graduates says that the self-sacrific-
ing love manifested by Miss M. Young in this work
at Ryujo inspired her to give her life up to work
for children and mothers through the Kinder-
garten. She graduated in 1921 and is still in
kindergarten work and now, also teaching in the
Training School. That speaks much for the influ-
ence of the institution.

Miss Young had the true spirit of Pestalozzi,
“Everything for others for herself nothing.”

Ryujo Camp.

Last summer, on the shores of beautiful Lake
Nojiri, we made our maiden effort at Summer
Camp work. It was intended to use a tent but heavy
rains rendered that inadvisable, so the camp was
held in a house. Numbers were not large, but we
were a very happy, family, and the daily bathing,
boating, picnicking, tramps, and the happy care-
free existence, and the unaccustomed freedom of
movement in gym suits, was a new and delightful
experience. The beauty of the scenery and the

prodigality of flowers, the joy of cooking over a
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camp-fire, the evenings playing games, or singing
camp-fire songs together, the morning and evening
worship there in the midst of that natural beauty
which draws one’s soul to the Creator of it all,
worked together to make what some of the girls
called “The happiest time I've ever had in my life”.
We felt that the effort was very well worth-while
and only hope that it may be possible to make it a
permanent thing.

NORAF. J. BOWMAN.

FRANCES B. HAWKINS.

(23) 193178
[WORK WITH PARENTS;
RYUJO KINDERGARTEN NAGOYA]

In considering how to get a closer connection
with the parents of our Kindergarten children, we
concluded that we must try to get a larger member-
ship for our Mothers’ Association. We, therefore,
on the opening day of the school year, always tell
the parents who bring their children that we aim
to cooperate with them in the training and
education of their children and for that purpose
have organized a Mothers’ Association of which we
hope every mother will become a member, the fees
being twenty sen a month to be paid with the
children’s fees. We give each mother a copy of the
rules and ask them to make a point of attending
the first mothers’ meeting, which we hold about
the middle of April. At it, we introduce the repre-
sentative from the mothers, who are officers of the
Mothers’ Association and who act with us teachers
in planning each month’s program. At the meeting
we have a word of welcome spoken by one of the
officers (a parent) to the new members, and we
usually have an address by the Principal on the
principles and practice of the Kindergarten, invit-
ing them to come to see their children in their daily
play. We give all an invitation to the morning
session on Mothers’ Day about the middle of May.

We also tell them that first day that we plan to
call at their homes and hope they will give us half
an hour to talk with them about their children with
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a view to getting to know their characters better
and to better cooperate with them in developing
right habits of body and mind. We realize that the
child in the Kindergarten among many of his own
age and the child in the home are often two very
different people.

We have early in the term a physical examina-
tion at which the parents are present so that ques-
tions can be exchanged and the actual physical
condition discovered.

We have monthly meetings at the Kindergarten
with usually over fifty percent of the mothers
present. At these meetings, we have speakers on
subjects helpful to the parents such as the care
and upbringing of children, exposing common
errors in methods of treatment and considering
better positive methods, on health subjects, on the
training of faith in God and on the necessity of
faith on the part of the parents.

We have once or twice a year, sewing or cooking
or knitting or laundry classes for a couple of days
at a time, to help the parents improve the house-
hold activities and make home more healthful and
happy with less expense.

At these large mothers’ meetings, we fail to find
time for many personal talks so we have organized
a morning meeting for parents who want to con-
sider in detail, subjects which cause them anxiety
and who would like to profit by the experience of
other mothers from twelve to eighteen parents
attend very regularly and we have most profitably
considered the pros and cons of such subjects as;
“Quarrels among brothers and sisters,” “Obedience
and how to nourish it,” “Habit formation,”
particularly the ill effects of bad habits in regard
to refusing some foods and being overfed by others,
“How to conserve in the summer holidays some of
the goods effects of the Kindergarten,” “Faults in
the Kindergarten Methods and administration and
suggestions for correcting them.”

The fact that interest in these conferences
continues, proves that they answer a need. The
leader in the discussion each month is not a
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specialist but one of our mothers who has had
experience and has given time and thought to the
matter or one of ourselves. Everyone is asked to
contribute after the first speaker has led off.

After the discussion any parent may take the
opportunity of consulting about her child in
private, with the teacher of her class. As a result,
some parents are asking the teachers to go to their
homes for further consultation.

We have only been carrying on this method for
two terms, but we trust it will lead to parents
seeking God’s power to improve themselves and
by faith in Him bring blessing on their families.
The conferences are very informal with perhaps
only a prayer at the opening or closing. Some have
been conducted without audible prayer but there
is always prayer among ourselves for several days
before the meeting. I believe we can from now on
be confident that the little group now desires
prayer. We always have prayer, hymns, Bible
reading and some brief word of teaching at the
regular monthly meetings of the association.

At each of our Nagoya Kindergartens we have
morning or afternoon hour for weekly Bible study
for our mothers. Only from three to six attend, but
we feel it is worth while. A few have gone on to
Baptism and they in turn help to bring others. We
send each month the National Mother’s Associa-
tion leaflet into each home. For these the Mothers’
Association pays. The Association has also bought
a series of books on “Child Education and we lend
these to those who care to study them. As part of
our evangelistic work, we send to each home the
Kami no Kuni Shimbun (Kingdom of God Move-
ment Newspaper,) once a month. Besides this they
are invited to special evangelistic preachings at
our Churches from time to time. Once a year we
devote a meeting to the presentation of the Gospel
message. Each child when graduating is given a
New Testament and a Luke’s Gospel written for
children and during the term twenty four picture
cards of stories of the Life of Christ as he hears
them.
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Every autumn the parents of the children
through the Mothers’ Association, make contribu-
tions of worn clothing or toys, or gather together
to make quilts and cushions to distribute among
the poor of their district or to send to orphanages
or leper hospitals. We get them to cooperate with
us in observing Thanksgiving season with gifts of
fruit, vegetables or rice. Part of this is taken to
the Military Hospital, by the children who play
games, and the pastor of one of the churches gives
a brief address regarding the meaning of Thanks-
giving and leaves some Christian tracts or papers.

From Thanksgiving until Christmas the
parents are asked to cooperate with us in leading
the children to make some sacrifice to collect
money for Charitable work, to put in the cardboard
boxes they themselves have made at the Kinder-
garten, and to offer to their Heavenly Father at
the Christmas festival. For many parents it is the
first time such sacrificial effort has been made in
their homes. Thus we endeavor to inculcate
Christian thoughts and ideals in the non-Christian
society from which our children almost entirely
come. The fruit as yet has been little as far as
definite baptisms go but the leavening of society
with Christian thought and ideals has taken place
and we continue to work and pray for the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, which will then bring
hundreds of prepared souls to the Christ, their
Saviour.

NORAF. J. BOWMAN

(24) 1931¥7H
[FOLLOW UP WORK IN THE KINDERGARTEN:
RYUJO KINDERGARTEN NAGOYA]

With the desire to keep in touch with our former
Kindergarten children strong in our hearts, lack
of time on the part of both teachers and children,
makes it a very difficult problem. Sunday is the
only day the children have a holiday and we seek
to get them through the Sunday School. However,
the lack of large enough rooms for graded Sunday
School classes, and the lack of capable Christian
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teachers to teach such classes, results in the loss
of many of our children. The teachers change and
the interest and then the connection is lost. Not
only so, but the Public School companions laugh
at the children who go to Sunday School, and
gradually they come under the influence of their
non-Christian environment and leave off attend-
ing Sunday School. Perhaps one hundred children
continue for two or three years, and then perhaps
hear no more until adult years bring lonliness and
a sense of need, and one by one, they seek teaching
here or there. The fact that it is difficult for young
girls to teach boys of over twelve years of age
makes us lose most of our boys. Boys in Japan
like men teachers and we haven’t Christian young
men who have time or ability to win them. Our
pastors are too busy to get hold of them and so
are we, principals. The teen age boy in Japan is,
as he is at home, a great or even greater problem.

The next way we try to hold our children is
through a weekly English class. We principals give
a half hour of English to the little ones who want
it, but at most they number twenty.

A third method is by holding Graduates’ meet-
ings for the children in Primary School at least
once a term. At these we have religious exercises
and a story, usually religious, and some activity
such as hand work or art work. We have tried
young men’s and young women’s graduates meet-
ings but get very few to attend and have made no
success of it. We feel that much follow-up work is
needed and especially the need of intercessory
prayer to keep the “Seeds of Life” sown in the child-
hearts, alive, that they may in due time bring forth
fruit unto life eternal.

NORAF. J. BOWMAN

(25) 193578
[RYUJO KINDERGARTEN AND
ITS BRANCHES, NAGOYA]
The year 1935 marked the preparation of hot
lunches by the mothers of the eighty children and
teachers at the main Kindergarten. The apprecia-
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tion of the parents is constantly being expressed,
not only by words and assistance, but by gifts of
dishes and utensils to improve our equipment.

Our plans for deepening our contacts with
graduates of the Kindergarten are in the making
and we hope to tell of that next year.

The outstanding event at Habashita this year
was the fact that we were able to enroll children
of four years only, to replace those who were
graduated in March. This means that we have a
group of eighty children, each of whom will have
been in the Kindergarten two years before gradua-
tion. We believe this shows greater appreciation
of the training given. Land has been bought and
the Parent’s Association has already contributed
¥3000 for a new building. In view of the fact that
the parants are almost all non-Christians, we
think this promises to be an outstanding piece of
work for such a group. We ask your prayers for
the whole undertaking.

Good news comes continually from the gradu-
ates of the Ryujo Training School who are doing,
under God’s blessing, valuable Christian as well
as educational work. Our beloved founder, Miss
Margaret Young, expects to return to Japan next
year and to spend her last years among the
Japanese friends whom she loves so well. A warm
welcome awaits her.

NORA BOWMAN
SUPERVISOR, CANADIAN EPISCOPAL.

[RYUJO KINDERGARTEN ... GOKISO BRANCH]
A fire and a new building all in one year made
the year 1934 an exciting one from us. Getting into
our new building in time for graduation was a feat
which we are proud of. The loving help of the
parents and the faithfulness of the kindergarten
teachers during this trying time stands out as the

most important thing of the year.
MAE WALKER
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