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The Historical Perspective and
Japanese Way of Thinking

Takeo TAURA¥*

In order for Japan to take on a vital role in the 21st century, a democratic
perspective of history is of vital importance for Japanese people. The Japanese
historical perspective based on the Emperor centrism or ethnocentrism since the
Second World War should be changed.

In this article I will discuss the following seven topics:

Problems of historical perspective

To impress the past history on one’s mind

History and the perspective of value

The Lessons of history — toward the next fifty years
Conflicts concerning historical perspective

History, politics and faith

N oo e W

. Philosophy of civilization

Richard von Weizsacker (former President of Germany) in his lecture Fifty
Years after the War for Japan and Germany and in Symposium on Lessons of the
Past History — Toward the Next Fifty Years in 1995 and other lectures in 1980’s
suggests that impressing the lessons of the history of the Second World War upon
Japanese people’s minds and the ethics of coexistence of world citizens are espe-
cially important in the 21st century.

In order to bring about the true reconciliation between Japan and other Asian
nations, Japanese should adopt the way of humankind oriented thinking in stead
of ethnocentrism and extreme nationalism.
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