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Stance of Imitation in Formative Activities for
Children and Modern Art

Misako OKU*

The stance of imitation in art history was changed greatly by Marcel Duchamp.
Since then, imitation has been a method of expression, and the concept that
imitation=expression lacking in creativity has been destroyed. On the other hand,
with children’s formative activities, imitation still has a negative image. The rea-
son why imitation continues to have a negative image is because art has a “myth
of originality,” and the opinion that stresses originality is not destroyed in this
realm.

If children imitate during their formative activities, it dose not mean their
expression is negative. Activities in which active imitation and mutual imitation
are enjoyed are evident. This shows examples of imitation in children’s formative
activities, such as positive imitation, and using imitation a tool for the mutual
exchange and transmission of information, and can be compared to the stance on
imitation in modern art since the Duchamp revolution. This paper liberates
children’s formative activities from the “myth of originality,” and has caused us to
view with fresh eyes the stance on imitation in children’s formative activities.

Keywords: Imitation, Modern Art, Formative Activity for Children, Creativity,
Children’s Picture
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