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Value Orientation and Japanese Way of Thinking

Taura, Takeo*

In order for Japan to take on a vital role in the 21st century, a mankind oriented
value orientation is of vital importance for Japanese people. The Japanese value
orientation based on the Emperor centrism or ethnocentrism since the Second
World War should be revised.
In this paper I will discuss the following five topics:
1. Problems of the value orientation
2. Ethical and spiritual values
3. Democracy as value
3-1. Thought of democracy
3-2. The spiritual base of democracy

4. Creativity as value
4-1. Necessity of creativity
4-2. The outlook on creativity of J. Dewey
4-3. The outlook on creativity of T. Brameld
4-4. Mankind oriented creativity
4-5. The outlook on imagination of P.H. Phenix
4-6. The outlook on imagination of D.M. Sloan
4-7. Problems of creativity

5. Religious perspectives and the value orientation
5-1. The outlook on religion of young people
5-2. The outlook on religion of T. Brameld
5-3. The outlook on religion of P.H. Phenix

Conclusion

In order to bring about the desirable democracy in Japan, Japanese should
adopt the mankind oriented value orientation in stead of ethnocentrism and the
undemocratic tradition.

F—— KGR, R, LT, A e

*Nagoya Ryujo (St. Mary’s) College
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