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Education in an Information-Oriented Society:
Changes of Involvement Depending on
Communication by the Use of Cellular Phone

Bingushi, Kumiko*

Today, the use of cellular phone in Japan has become widespread especially
among its youth. Thus it is important to study the effects of cellular phones on
“involvement” and to identify the problems in communication behavior.

This paper describes the development and spread of cellular phones as a com-
munication tool, examines specific characteristics of this new form of communica-
tion via cellular phone and analyzes results of survey on cellular phone usage and
its influence on the users’ communication. The study’s hypothesis is that using
cellular phone makes a person think he/she is engaged in a private space whereby
encouraging his/her personal behavior. This may hinder one’s ability to learn so-
cial skills necessary to take the responsibility upone oneself.

Two points were proposed: First, the cellular phone literacy is needed in cellu-
lar phone communication because it breaks relationship with the present person;
Second, children should have plenty time to identify others sufficiently to form
their identity. The reason is that the sympathetic experiences in childhood facili-
tates children’s consideration of others and inhibit privatization that means pri-
vate behavior in public space.

F—T—= K715 1 (cellular phone), (%7>H )&V (involvement), FFIL (privatiza-
tion), H&N, 74727174 (identity)

*Nagoya Ryujo (St. Mary’s) College
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