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Computer Education and Computer Anxiety of Students
under the New High-School Curriculum:

— The Relationship between Computer ownership and
the Accessibility and Anxiety about College Life —

Kodaira, Hideshi*
Ichihara, Shintaro David*

Students who got into college this year had taken computer education classes at
the high school level. The purpose of this study is to describe computer anxiety of
first-year Ryujo students from two perspectives: comparison of the degree of com-
puter anxiety with that of general university students, and investigation of the
degree in relation to the accessibility to personal computers and the students' ad-
justment to college. In addition, the effectiveness of Ryujo computer education
was examined.

The college students (n=92) completed a questionnaire pertaining to their com-
puter anxiety and their anxiety about college life on two separate occasions: once
in April before the computer education classes began, and once in September when
the class was completed. The ownership/accessibility conditions of computers
were also measured in September. The results showed that:

a) the students' way of using computers lacked in variety although many of the
students have personal computers at home (ownership ratio of the personal
computer is more than 90%),

b) students' "computer avoidance" score was much higher than general univer-
sity students,

¢) students who have access to computers had lower computer anxiety,

d) the first-year students' "Computer Operation anxiety" in April was signifi-
cantly related to their anxiety about college life (r=.23~.39), but not in
September, and

o

e) computer education class lowered the score of students' "technology anxi-

"

ety .
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