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A Study on Imitation as Physical Communication

Suzuki, Yuko*

This paper first takes a look at the various ways in which imitation develops from
the standpoint of philosophy, anthropology, psychology, as well as from the context
of social life, and through existing theories and researches on imitation. Second it
organizes theories on the topic of physical communication as well as discusses the
possibility that imitation nurtures physical communication skills. As a result, it
became clear that imitation not only has the function of indicating the mechanism of
intellectual development, but also has the function of facilitating physical
communication. The significance of revealing the meaning and function of imitation
as body expression in childhood, empirically considering the role of imitation as
physical communication, and researching environment and support that would help
enrich physical communication has been confirmed.

F—7— N (imitation), BHI92 3 2 =4 —2> 3 > (physical communication), 5 HKI9ZH

(body expression)
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