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Abstract

Pilot Studies concerning Naming for Communication:

Using Non-Basic Colors

Nobuko KATAYAMA*3 Tokuko OGAWA*4

Two pilot studies were conducted to identify how naming practices change in
communicative situations using non-basic color names. In the first pilot study, six
female junior college students asked to organize 13 color cards according to their
preferred order and name each color card freely. The color names produced by the
participants were divided into six categories. Participants produced various
non-common color names and displayed individual differences. The participants in the
second pilot study comprised four female junior college students and two male art
specialists. They were asked to sort 13 color cards following the same procedure as that
used in pilot study 1 and to name each color card in order for others to collate the cards
in the same order. Color names used in pilot study 2 displayed the same tendencies as
those in pilot study 1. However, there are differences in the two art specialists’
responses. Further studies should consider the elaboration of experimental procedure,
examination of the characteristics of participants and definitions of color name

categories for the classification of the names participants’ responses.

Key words; Color Naming, Communication, Concept

*3 Nagoya Ryujo Women’s University *4 Ritsumeikan University

18



