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We had a very pleasant Christmas here, it all
seemed very strange, but I expected that things
would be unlike they are at home, so I am not
disappointed. We had Japanese service at the
Church in the morning, a baptism (a child) and
Communion. The Church is very prettily trimmed,
the Japanese women did it, they are quite at home
with that kind of work, and there are so many
pretty evergreen trees here that it is quite easy to
get green, they mixed among the green in some
places, yellow chrysanthemums and white ones,
in other places they put in a great deal of the
Japanese holly, it has a smaller green leaf than
the English holly, and the berries are not so large
but more numerous; altogether the Church looked
very nice and the service was very impressive. Mr.
Baldwin assisted Mr. Robinson with the service,
but Mr. Robinson preached. I miss our good
English service and the sermon. I hear very little
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in English now, and miss the spiritual help very
much. My English Bible seems dearer to me than
ever, I realize more and more every day how thank-
ful I should be that I was born in a Christian
country. The Canadian people do not appreciate
their many blessings, it is the best, and one of the
finest countries in the world. and its advantages
with regard to spiritual things are so great that
they cannot imagine what a sad thing it is to live
in a country where the light of the Sun of Right-
eousness never shines except into the hearts of a
few individuals who have been led to recognize in
their Saviour that grace which dispels all the
clouds of sin and unbelief, and sheds abroad a
Divine Light that warms the sinner’s heart and
thrills his soul with reassuring love, love for his
Saviour and love for his brother man. I do not mean
it is a sad thing for me to live here, Oh! no, but it
is sad that this is a heathen country, this beautiful
Japan with all its cultivation. As a people they
seem very thrifty, they do not waste a bit of God-
given material, the possibilities of every spot of
ground is found out by experimental effort, and
the vegetable growth of the country is thoroughly
attended to both with regard to production and
use. There is not a scrap of anything goes to waste
in this “land of the rising sun” as far as I can see.
With regard to their physical and mental develop-
ment, I think the Japanese as a nation are not far
behind that “Canada of ours,” but the spiritual
man is still groping in the dark, and I think I can
read this in their faces—the children, most of
them, look happy, and the young people look very
amiable, but the older ones look dissatisfied and
many of them have such sad faces; I just long to
be able to speak to them.

They are having holidays in the High School
just now, but when they resume I shall be a regular
teacher of English conversation, and I may be able
to bring some enquirer to the light. The class is
for young men—my sympathy goes out more to
the women and children, life seems to mean so

little to them. Most of the women that I have seen
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seem very simple minded, even frivolous. I cannot
understand mothers having so little thought, they
talk to their children as a child at home would to
her doll, I do not know what they say, but their
manner and gesture speaks for itself. They often
bring their babies to the preaching house, and they
play and talk and laugh, and spend their whole
time toying with the babies. I often wonder how
the clergy can preach, but they have to exercise
such patience with these people in every way. Of
course these people I speak of are unconverted
people, women who seem to come just for a place
where they can see and be seen, they and their
babies. Our Christian women are quite dignified,
and at a regular service at the Church on Sunday
morning we seldom have any in the congregation
who have not come to listen attentively, but in the
evening, at the different preaching rooms, people
come and go all the time, and there is always one
of the men outside to hand tracts (gospel) to any
who stop for a moment to listen. In that night
school I spoke of, the young men are mostly
professing Christians, those who are not Chris-
tians read their Bible when their turn comes in a
very thoughtful way, and we talk about what we
have read. I shall enjoy telling the poor people
about Jesus’ love, they seem to take so little com-
fort in their lives. The young men are certainly
very nice and manly. One young man, a catechiser,
Zamazaki San, is a great favorite with all; he is
such an innate gentleman, so graceful in his man-
ner and so amiable in disposition. He is a self made
man. He used to be a servant of Mr. Robinson. now
he is reading some of Mr. Robinson’s deep theologi-
cal books, and he has a very thorough knowledge
of the scripture, but with all he is so humble and
free from conceit. Mr. Saiki is very nice too, and
he is working away in great earnest among his
country men. He has permission to work among
the officers and soldiers in one of the barracks,
but he finds them prejudiced against Christianity
in many cases, and it is very uphill work among
them. They say that the Chinese Christians acted
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as spies against their countrymen during the late
war, and if Christians would do such treacherous
work they do not want to have anything to do with
the religion. Mr. Saiki gave me a Japanese testa-
ment the day that I landed in Japan—was it not
nice and thoughtful of him?

Miss Trent and I hope to move into our house
on Monday, she has quite a nice lot of furniture
now, that is for her room (bedroom), but we shall
have to get dining-room and sitting-room furni-
ture. We are each going to have a little sitting-
room to ourselves and a bedroom. Our servant is
to be a man who knows how to do almost every-
thing, he cooks very well indeed. He is married,
and has a child, a little baby, and we do not know
just how we shall like to have the wee one in the
house, I trust it will it will be all right, for it is
better to have a man in the house, and as this man
is a Christian and knows how to look after the cook-

ing it will be very satisfactory.

(2) 1898 9 A LL

I want to say that there is much to thank God
for. Sugama San is a very earnest Christian; the
judge’s daughter is growing day by day in her faith,
and has brought another young lady for me to
teach. Then there is a nice class on Saturday after-
noon for little children. One little boy always
remembers the Bible stories from week to week,
and most of them remember something, but they
are very shy. Little Okuwa San, the child that I
have taken, is ten years old, but very small. Her
mother is quite glad to hear our teaching; poor
thing, she is sick and they are so poor. Many people
here are woefully poor; it is surprising how little
they do exist on. There are always children in these
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poverty-stricken homes. ‘Born in sin’ seems to
mean more to me here than it did at home, for the
results are so evident. They had a most interest-
ing meeting at Laushima last evening, it is a new
work Mr. Robinson has opened up — street meet-
ings and evening meetings; everyone listened so
quietly and many had questions to ask. This may
not last, but they have had enough to make them
think, and we pray that the Holy Spirit will
continue with them and bring the word to their

remembrance.

(3) 1899 9 A LL

While I am writing, having a few spare
moments, I can hear the sound of the children’s
voices in the little Kindergarten we have started.
There have never been more than 15 children
present at once, and two of these are foreigners’
children—only 12 native families have been
touched by the kindergarten as yet. They are very
sweet, winning little children, most of them of
upper-class Japanese. I purposely charge 25 cts a
month in hopes of getting a little acquainted with
some of the upper-class women; especially here in
Nagoya they are so exceedingly hard to reach, and
though I have just called at most of the homes,
and was unable to get into conversation about the
one subject ever uppermost in my mind, that of
telling ‘the old, old story,” which is so new and
strange to them, yet I feel a step has been taken
that will open up opportunities for service, and
gain the ears that in no other way could be reached.

The children learn little hymns and texts, and
of course the school is opened with a little prayer,
in which they join. The first text given them was
‘God is love,” and all the stories told them impress
this truth upon their minds. They have a short

text each day of the week, connected with a picture
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and a story; They have already got so they can say
the texts as soon as they see the pictures. When
they are asked ‘who made the butterflies and the
birds, etc.?’ they always reply ‘Malroto no kami
Lama—the true God.” They seem to understand
that God sees them all the time, and that He loves
them. They seem to take in the teaching better
than the old women, whose minds are filled with
false teaching and superstition; it is very difficult
to teach old people, it is so hard to dispel their
idea of a multiplicity of Gods. The wee ones accept
the facts as they are given to them, while old
peoples’ minds are dulled by their dark, super-
stitious beliefs. On Saturday I have a class for poor
children; this has been going on for two years.
Some children come regularly, and as they are
taught a new text every week, learn hymns, and
hear Bible stories, they are beginning quite to
understand who Jesus Christ is Whom they hear
spoken of in terms of ridicule as Christians are
passing on the street.

Many are very earnest little listeners, one little
boy, especially so, learns all the lessons and texts,
goes regularly to Sunday School, and generally to
church; I am much interested in him, and pray
that when he gets older he may realize his personal
responsibility. The two little girls we have under
our special care are getting on nicely, they are
earnest little Christians as far as they understand;
their progress at school is favourable, and they
are well behaved. Please pray for these little girls
that they may be used for God among their
playmates. We know that nothing is too hard for
Him. To keep in mind that the most powerful ones
are those who trust Him most, this is the chief
thing; young or old, great or small, are alike only
instrumental in God’s hands for service, if the work
is to be a success and to last. Let me ask your
prayers for us and our work here—Prayer is the
power, how thankful [ am that God has taught me
this, for it is something the most helpless of us
can do, not only for ourselves, but for others.”
Prayer is the power, let us, the women of the
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Auxiliary, remember this sentence, and take it for
our watchword, and we shall not grow discouraged,
because in all our efforts we shall feel that we are
doing only our bounden duty, and the results are
not ours, but God’s. The prayer of faith can achieve

what nothing else can do.

(4) 1900 4 B LL

I have a class for little children on Sundays.
They have never heard anything before, and are
much interested in the hymn ‘Jesus loves me.” We
give them texts and little papers with simple
stories, which may God use to awaken their young
minds. Pray that they may learn to know the Lord
Jesus, and tell others about Him. The little girl I
have taken comes to my room every morning to
say her text, and she always prays for her native
teachers, and asked one day for some tracts which
she gave them at lunch time. They spent the whole
hour reading them, and two of them came to the
house to ask questions about Christianity.

We went to see a young lady who is going to be
married; she has often heard of the gospel, but her
grandmother, with whom she lives, hates our reli-
gion, so she does not dare to speak of it. However,
the grandmother received us very kindly, and when
we left offered to bring her granddaughter to see
us, so we asked them to afternoon tea. We are pray-
ing earnestly for both of them, especially for grand-
mother, that God may awaken in her a desire for
the truth.

(5) 1900 6 A LL

The little Kindergarten is getting on nicely. I
have two teachers, such dear, conscientious girls—
Sugiura sama has been with us four years, so we
know her well, and she is so reliable and helpful
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in teaching little children. Our methods are a little
different from our home plans, as we want to get
in as much Christianity as we can, and put it in a
way that the little ones can grasp the ideas. The
plan of study for each term is founded on a Bible
text which they repeat every morning after they
have said their prayer, and as they tell in their
homes all they learn, we hope that they may make
a deep impression on the minds of their parents.
On Sunday afternoons I have a little Sunday
School of little girls who come to me for English
through the week. After the evening service we
open the front door of the preaching place, so as to
attract attention; we used to have large crowds
while we were something new and strange, but
people are getting accustomed to us, and not stop
out of curiosity; but those who do come in generally
sit to the end of the sermon.

Mr. Robinson has a Prayer meeting on Monday
evening, and we often get together then to talk
over our work and pray about it. Every morning
Okuwa San, the child I took, and our servant’s
child, recite their catechism to me. After breakfast
we have family prayer, ourselves, the two servants
and the two children. The child Miss Trent took is
away at school. Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
afternoons I have classes in the house; three or
four young wives come for English, and they listen
well to the Gospel teaching. One has left for Tokyo,
she said, ‘I believe in Christianity, bud I am not a
believer. I have written to Miss Carr in Tokyo, who
will follow up the teaching she has had, and we
must pray that she may become a believer. We are
teaching two old women, one the grandmother of
one of our kindergarten children, the other the
grandmother and daughter-in-law of whom I have
already written. The former is very undecided,
though much impressed; the other two are most
earnest listeners; pray for these three, and all
whom I teach. Two nights in week I teach in the
night school an English class for boys and young
men. You will see that my time is fully occupied.
Pray for me that I may altogether forget self that
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He may be glorified and that the work may remain.

(6) 190152 A LL

One of the dear, old women I asked you to pray
for still needs your earnest prayers; she is the
grandmother of one of the kindergarten children,
but since she has taken an interest in Christianity
the child has been taken from school and sent to
an aunt in Tokyo. They try in various ways to keep
the old lady from coming to church, but she is
pretty faithful, and brings another old woman to
the services. One Sunday she did not come, but it
was not her fault, her son-in-law had taken his
family to the sea side and she had to remain as
‘rusa van,’ i.e., house-guard. They do not want her
to be baptized, so we must pray especially for her.

I find it much easier now to talk to the young
ladies who come to our house, they seem to like to
listen to the truth as it is in Jesus, but have not
yet desired to claim the salvation for themselves,
though in their heart of hearts I am sure they are
thinking about it, but they allow outside things to

influence them.

(7) 1903% 9 B NE
[Nagoya Kindergarten]

Miss Young, who has now been back in Japan,
after furlough, for some months, says she was able
to step into her old place, thanks to Miss Trent
having kept the work together. In regard to the
kindergarten which is looked upon as one of the
chief features of Miss Young’s work, she writes;

“It has taken a considerable part of my time
since it was organized, but I have never let it
interfere with any real definite work that I could
get hold of among women and girls. Our chief aim

in opening up the school was to get in touch with
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the mothers, and we have never lost sight of our
original purpose. The little school was going on
nicely when I returned. There are as many children
in attendance as we can make room for, and appli-
cations for entrance are continually coming in that
we cannot admit. The rooms will conveniently
accommodate only about thirty children, but we
have increased the number to about thirty-eight
and are consequently rather crowded. This sounds
like a small undertaking and it certainly is not
very extensive, but it occupies a good deal of time,
teaching the teachers and paying occasional visits
to the school. I have not called on all the mothers
yet since my return, but wherever I have gone I
have been received most cordially, and we have
organized a “Mothers Meeting” in the hope of
getting into closer touch with them all. At the
“Christmas closing” and also at the “Commence-
ment Exercises” we had a goodly turn out of the
children’s parents or relatives, and at such times
the visitors hear something of the Christian teach-
ing that is daily given to the scholars.

Fourteen children passed out of the kinder-
garten this spring, on into the Public School, and
most of them are coming on to the Sunday School.
Parents who, when the kindergarten was
organized were greatly opposed to allowing their
children to come to Sunday School, are now giving
their consent to the little ones’ regular attendance.
Thus the Sunday School has gradually grown till
now there are over sixty names on the roll and an
average attendance of about forty children whose
ages range from four to twelve years. It is surpris-
ing what some of these little ones know of Gospel
truths and Old Testament characters. I was
delighted when I went to their Christmas Enter-
tainment to hear how nicely questions were
answered, also recitations and addresses given by
the scholars. This is closely connected with the
kindergarten work and a most important part of
it. Two women have been baptized whom we got
in touch with through the kindergarten and there
are two others being taught regularly at the
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present time. A third has asked to be taught and
Mrs. Hamilton is to begin with her next week, so
in this respect the work has not been altogether
fruitless.”

[Women’s Meetings]

Miss Young, in writing about another branch
of the work, says: “As yet, we have held only two
mothers’ meetings, but they were well attended,
twenty-seven women in all were present at the last
one. This is certainly very encouraging, ......

We have a “Women’s Meeting” once each week
on Friday. The first Friday in the month we have
a united Women’s Meeting, the women of Haba-
shita and of this part of the city meeting together.
Mrs. Hamilton, Miss. Trent and I take turns in
addressing the women at this time, as they are
mostly Christians. The 2nd Friday in the month
we have a “Women’s Prayer Meeting.” The 3rd
Friday a meeting especially for unbelievers and
the 4th Friday a “Mothers’ Meeting.” These meet-
ings are all quite well attended and we have every
reason to be encouraged about our work. Three
women are being regularly taught by Mrs.
Hamilton once each week; and there are three
others whom I am teaching regularly. This work
that I have mentioned together with casual visits
and visitors besides English teaching that I am
always more or less engaged in, completely fills
up my time, which I trust is not being spent in
vain. Before closing I should like to tell you of one
specially cheering circumstance that has taken
place since my return.

Directly I reached Nagoya the daughter of one
of our neighbors came and asked me if I would
teach her English and Christianity. I immediately
consented, not, however, without some misgivings
as to her real motives, since I knew that before I
returned home on furlough, she was particularly
opposed to anything in the way of Christian
teaching, having often tried, by various means, to
get know her, being at that time very intimate with
her sister, who was then at home; but my efforts
were all of no avail. Consequently, when she came
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to ask me to teach her I was most thankful, gave
her considerable time and attention and prayed
much for her. In a surprisingly short time she
became deeply interested and spared no time or
pains in seeking the straight and narrow way,
which she found began at the foot of the Cross.
After being examined by Mr. Hamilton as to the
soundness of her faith she was baptized the
Sunday before the Bishop visited Nagoya for
confirmation on the 17th March and partook of
Holy communion, for the first time, to her great
joy the Sunday before Easter. Thus one young soul
was quickened by the Holy Spirit and added to
the Kingdom within a few short weeks, while we
may teach others for months and even years, and
are only comforted by the promise that our faithful

Father in Heaven has given us.

(8) 19055 1 A LL
JAPAN—NAGOYA—Miss Young to the General
Junior Secretary

Mrs. Hamilton gave me your letters to read this
morning, the one that was written in May and one
written in August. I see by the latter that you
especially wanted some facts of interest to report
in October. I am sorry neither of us let you have a
letter before that time, but please do not blame
Mrs. Hamilton, for she has so very much to think
about. She spoke to me of writing to you, but we
did not realize until today how important it was
that a letter should have been sent. I shall try from
time to time to write, and hope that what I can
tell you about the dear little kindergarten children
may be of interest to the children in Canada.

There are now 45 children registered in the
school, with an average of 40, I think. There is a
Japanese director and two assistants. I still teach
the teachers, but I do not spend any time in the
school these days. As it is held here in the house
in which I live, I can keep an eye on everything.
The children are very interesting little fellows,
very pleasant and happy. Many of those whom we
know are very naughty when at home are very
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good at the school, and gradually they mend their
ways at their home too. Little Japanese children
are very much humored by their parents, and their
grandparents invariably spoil them, so the
teachers generally have a hard time at first getting
them to leave their grandmother’s side. When once
they fall into line with the other scholars they are
not difficult to manage.

They learn to sing nicely, their kimonos are of
such bright colors, and their little hands and arms
so shapely that they look particularly sweet and
graceful when singing gesture songs. They repeat
a Bible text every morning; the whole school
repeats it first, and then individuals are chosen to
recite it alone; this they like, and are very proud
to stand up and repeat “Kami Sama no Mikotoba.”
(God’s very honourable Word). They learn hymns,
too, as well as pretty songs, and many of the stories
told them are intended to impress certain Gospel
truths on their minds. Then on rainy days we have
books with pictures of Bible stories, and the
children are shown these pictures and told the
stories so that many of them get to know a great
many things that children in Christian lands hear
in their homes or in Sunday School. Many of these
children, after they pass out of the Kindergarten
into the Public School, come back to Sunday
School, showing that they have grown thoroughly
interested.

About six months ago I went to the Garrison
with my Japanese ladies to ask the authorities
there if we might visit the sick and wounded in
the hospitals. Permission was granted, and at that
time the head of the staff heard that I had a
Kindergarten at my house. He sent his orderly
round the next day to ask if he might send his
little boy to the school. He said if the children were
not compelled to go to church that he would like
his child to attend the Kindergarten. I said it was
not compulsory for them to go to church, but that
they heard the teaching regularly in the school.
The child came, and since that I have got his

mother to attend Mrs. Hamilton’s cooking class,
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where she hears a twenty-minute talk on the
Gospel each time she goes.

Last week we visited one of the hospitals, the
Kindergarten children going with us, and taking
bouquets of flowers, to each of which a text of
Scripture was fastened. Prejudices are daily being
broken down. The Holy Spirit is doing a great work
in this land, and the war is the means of bringing
about blessings in some ways to the people, but 1
do pray it may by the hand of God, soon be brought
to a close, for there has been such an awful loss of
life.

When the war first broke out the children in
school were constantly wanting to play war, but
none of them would consent to be Russians, so they
always had to fight some imaginary enemy. Finally
the teachers had to forbid them playing war,
because they felt that it excited a spirit that was
not good. However, when it comes to free hand
drawing lesson, they draw battleships, torpedoes,
guns, soldiers in hand to hand fights. Many times

“a day, too, we hear the little ones shouting
“Banzai!” (Long live the Emperor! or, Japan for
ever!)

Most of the games are very like the games chil-
dren play in Canada. They hippity-hop, run races,
play tag, ball, battledore and shuttlecock, and skip.
Last summer there was a magic lantern exhibition
of secular and religious pictures, and whenever
any of the Bible pictures were shown, some of the
little boys of the Kindergarten spoke up and said,
“I know that,” and they would whisper to the next
one the story. “Yes, I know that, and that, and
that,” they said. A woman who was present was so
surprised to hear children talking about subjects
of which she knew nothing that she came directly
and asked if her child might come to the
Kindergarten, and she herself is being taught too.

Many of those who have returned from the
battlefields have “Kakke,” a disease that affects
the legs and feet; if it works up into the body far
enough to reach the heart it is fatal. Several of
the soldiers have died since they returned, and
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many of them are suffering very much. The men
would rather be wounded than have kakke, as a
wound is not only less painful, but there is more
glory attending it. The part that is our appointed
share of the hospitals for the present is ten wards,
with fifty men in each. Then there is the recreation
room, where about 300 or more of those who are
able to sit up assemble very day, so we have great

opportunities to talk to them.

(9) 19055 5 A NE

We have been up to our eyes in work in pre-
paration for Christmas. I did so much want all who
are in touch with us to have a happy time at
Christmas, for they know nothing about the ‘Glad
Day’ except what we teach and show them.

There are so many willing to listen, so many
homes where we can visit and my young ladies’
class is so large and interesting now that I am most
happy and thankful. Pray for the school teachers
who are coming to me. I do so want to see them
come out and confess Christ. It will mean much.
There are five teachers coming now. They are not
prejudiced, but they do not see the value of
confessing their belief. They are quite willing and
glad to study the Bible and learn hymns and go to
church sometimes, but they do not appreciate the
need of a Saviour. This is the Spirit’s work. Do
pray for them that they may be convicted of sin.
There are a great many things to draw their hearts
away and just when they seem most in earnest
something happened to keep them away from the
class and draw their hearts towards worldly things
for a few days again. The devil is as busy as ever.

(10]) 190512 B NE

The different branches of the work we are
engaged in do not vary much from year to year.
There is the work among the children, classes for

girls and young women—including English classes
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and Bible classes—cooking classes, meetings for
Christian Women, house-to-house visiting, teach-
ing individuals who come for special Bible lessons
and then, during the past year and a half, there
has been hospital visiting.

The children’s work is taken almost entirely by
my kindergarten teachers, though they still come
to me for help. I give about five hours a week to
these teachers, helping them both with their
kindergarten and Sunday School work. They are
most faithful, helpful workers and I am always
most thankful for them.

The classes for High School girls and graduates
are principally English classes, but these young
ladies come regularly to a Bible class I have espe-
cially for them, and many of them come quite
regularly to church. Just lately two members of
this class, most earnest seekers, have gone to
another part of the country—one to be the wife a
naval officer and the other to join her husband who
has returned from the war.

A teacher in one of the High Schools here has
lately come out nobly. I spoke of her in my letter
last year. Being one of the most influential teachers
in the city, I felt that much depended on her
making a definite stand and consequently I have
prayed much for her myself and have asked some
earnest Christians in Canada to pray for her also.
She has never been opposed to the teaching, but
has let public sentiment, the convenience of the
school and other things hinder her in her deter-
mination to seek faithfully after the truth. When
first I met her she said she would like to know the
truth. “I am not satisfied,” she said, “with life as I
have experienced it, or as I have seen it about me.
I should like to know some better reason for living
than I know now.” Gradually a change has come.
She does not let circumstances hinder her so much
as formerly. She comes regularly for teaching and
also goes to church whenever she can get away
from the boarding house where even on Sunday
there are duties incumbent upon her. She and some
of the other teachers live with the school girls in a
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boarding house in connection with the High School.
Nowadays she brings other teachers with her when
she comes to the Church and Bible class, thus
showing that she is already having an influence
in the right direction.

With regard to the cooking class, Mrs. Hamilton
has charge of that. We all work together in getting
the women to attend, and then I take my turn with
Mrs. Hamilton and her Bible-woman in giving a
Gospel talk. We always sing hymns, have prayer
and a “talk” of about fifteen or twenty minutes.
Some women hear the Gospel at this class who
never hear it anywhere else, so we think it well
worth the trouble and time given to it.

The regular meetings for our Christian women
are taken in turn by Mrs. Hamilton, Miss Trent
and myself, it being a united meeting of the two
churches, St. James and St. John’s. Our women
are good earnest Christians, I think. They almost
without fail attend each meeting. There are other
evidences, too, of their earnestness, and although
they are not many in number they please me with
their faithfulness. The work that gives me the most
satisfaction, however, is the individual teaching.
It is such a joy when one and another comes and
says she wants definite teaching, for they feel the
need of something that they have not got and hope
to find that something in Christianity.

Before I went to the mountains a military
officer’s wife came to me (one whom I had been
visiting occasionally for nearly a year) and said “I
am not at all well and I do not feel at all happy in
my soul, consequently I am nervous and upset over
very small things. My daughters, whom you have
been teaching, tell me if I only knew more of
Christianity I should be happier and should be able
to overcome this miserable feeling of unrest that I
have; so I am looking forward to your return when
we can study the Bible together regularly.” I told
her she need not wait till my return to get peace
in her soul, so I had a long talk with her, gave her
a Bible that I had, marking some texts and
assuring her if she were only sincere in her seeking
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she would surely find for God never disappoints
anyone. She thought then she might go to church
during my absence, but I found on my return that
she had not been out once. She came again to see
me the other day and said she had been ill most of
the summer, but now that the weather is getting
cooler she is getting stronger and she is determined
to come to me or have me go to her regularly for
she does so want to know more about the one true

way.

(11) 1906 E£10 B NE
[Work among Japanese Women and Children]
There is so little that looks like real definite
result of faithful work that I am afraid you will
find my letter unsatisfactory in some respects. I
should be glad to tell you of souls—women and
girls added to the Church, but I cannot as there
has not been a woman baptised in this part of the
city during the last year. Five of the young people
whom I was teaching last Autumn decided “to
follow on to know the Lord.” Two left the city and
went to distant towns, one was baptised in another
Church, and another was hindered by her brother.
The fifth is still being taught but as she is a little
uncertain I do not encourage outward confession
in baptism until I am more certain of her stead-
fastness. Lately another young girl has come out
and declared a desire to become a member of
Christ. She seems to have sincere faith and appre-
ciates something of what her Saviour is to her.
Others whom I have been teaching for a long time
have not yet been moved to confess Christ in
baptism. They confess that they believe Him to be
their Saviour, and they claim to have much joy
and peace in their hearts in consequence of their
faith, but they will not be persuaded that baptism
is a sacrament of paramount importance. So many
of the Japanese think they can fully enjoy the
blessings that come through faith without being
baptised or partaking of the communion of our
Lord. They tell me they have great joy and peace
in their hearts and that God definitely answers
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their prayers. This seems to be quite true of three
persons whom I know—two teachers and Mrs.
Kato, an invalid. Mrs. Kato once decided to be
baptised but her husband and son persuaded her
not to. She has always had confidence that she is
saved. Her faith has been a great comfort to her
during her long illness. The two teachers, though,
do not give any reason why they do not ask for
baptism except that they do not know what de-
nomination they had better unite with. They see
discussions in the newspapers and magazines on
the subject of denominations, and the Anglican
church is by no means the most popular church in
the country, I am sorry to say. Persons who read
the newspapers and magazines are often pre-
judiced against our Church. I try to get them to
attend the Church as often as possible, and in this
way try to clear away these prejudices.

Thus you see there are some discouraging fea-
tures in connection with my work among the
women and girls, but it has its encouraging side
too. They are much easier to teach than they used
to be. The Gospel is considered by most of them
now to be the Truth, and something worth listening
to. I have a meeting for poor women—jinrikisha
men’s wives, and that class. It is well attended,
and class. It is wall attended, and the women listen
attentively. It will take a long time though before
they can take in the Truth as it is in Jesus Christ.
They are so blinded by false teaching and super-
stition that much prayer and earnest faithful
teaching will be needed before they naturally can
grasp the Truth. God sometimes works miracles
in the hearts of such, and nothing less than a
miracle will open their eyes to see Jesus as their
Saviour indeed. Much prayer is needed.

The children’s work is more encouraging. We
are always hearing interesting things that the
little ones say and do in their homes that show
that the Gospel teaching to the little ones has not
been in vain. A while ago a picture of “The Broad
and the Narrow Way” was shown to the children

in Sunday School, and the little ones seemed very
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much interested in it. Then last evening I heard
of one of the little boys being ill, so I called at his
home to ask how he was. I was told of many
interesting things he had been saying lately.
Frequently he referred to the picture, told them
how God could see what every one was doing all
the time, and that he himself was never going to
tell any more lies or do things that his aunt and
his teacher did not like him to do, when they were
not looking. He said, “I want to walk along the
narrow way and go to heaven. I feel sorry for those
who are walking the broad way; they look happy
but they will be sorry some time.” Then one day
he saw the neighbours next door being entertained
by Geisha in connection with which there was a
good deal of drinking and noise. He said to his
aunt, “That is just like the picture showed many
were doing on the broad way, naturally (this
sounds like a big word for a child to use but the
Japanese word is not so difficult) they will go on
and on till they reach the place where the evil one
will keep them. I feel sorry that they do not know
any better.” This little lad always prays before
taking any food and prays before going to bed.
Lately we have been talking a good deal in Sunday
School and kindergarten about the importance of
prayer, and the last day before saying good-bye to
the children for the holidays the head teacher
asked the children how many of them prayed in
their own homes. Several little hands were raised
and one child’s voice was heard to say “Teacher I
pray every night after I get under the mosquito
net to go to bed.” Then another little boy told his
experience.

He said that two weeks ago his father was get-
ting ready to go to Tokyo and there was a terrible
storm raging and he saw that his father was
beginning to look anxious, for if it did not stop
blowing he could not go to the station, so he and
his little sister went off together to a corner and
prayed that God would drive the wind away and
make it quiet so that his father would not be afraid.
After that in a little while it gradually got quieter,
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and then the rain came down less heavily, and
before the maid went out to call the jinrikisha the
rain had almost stopped so his father was able to
go off cheerfully, and “we were very glad” said he.
This little fellow is one of the quietest ones in the
Sunday School. One seldom hears his voice, but
he was so delighted about what God had done for
him that he could not refrain from telling it.

Since I began this letter I have had interrup-
tions twice. One woman whom I have taught from
time to time came and brought her little niece and
asked me to teach them some hymns. I sang with
them a long time, and made sure that they under-
stood the words—simple, gospel hymns. They liked
singing so much! Then one of my English class
girls, who is being prepared for baptism, came for
me to give her a final lesson before I go away. She
seems to understand and value prayer very much.
She says her father, who is a city official, has so
little sympathy for her and her sister. There are
only the two girls, the father and the servant in
the home, and their father scarcely ever speaks to
them. He always eats his meals by himself and
then goes to his sitting room, where he stays. His
daughters seldom hear him speak except to ask
for something that he wants. Consequently she is
glad to know that her Father in Heaven sees and
sympathizes with her at all times.

There are so many sad, sad lives in this land,
and they need Jesus although they do not know
their need. Please pray for us all, ask again and
again.

Yours very truly,
Margaret Young
Nagoya, Japan,
August 1st, 1906.

(12) 1907 11 B NE
[Gotemba, Nino-oka]

The kindergarten work is most interesting. The
day that school closed I asked the little ones to
tell me the best thing that Sugiura San, their
teacher had taught them. I said she is going away
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now. “She has been with us a long time and taught
you many things. What is the best thing she has
taught you, can you tell me?” One little fellow
spoke up in a very bright way and said “about the
Living God.”

I want to tell you, too, about Mrs. Kato, a
woman of whom I have written in previous letters
she became a Christian but her husband and son
would not allow her to be baptised. She has been
ill for over three years and during all that time
she talked constantly of what a comfort her faith
was to her. Her husband was an earnest Buddhist,
and she used to talk to him about the foolishness
of worshiping idols but her husband would not
listen. He was just as strong willed as she and
they often had a war of words about their faiths
until she got so ill that she had no strength to use
in contending with him. She often prayed for the
Lord to take her away. While the war was going
on however she prayed to be spared till her favour-
ite son who is an officer came from the front. She
was spared to see him and to live on and tell him
of her faith, but she gradually day by day got
weaker and weaker so that her life was a burden
to herself and, she thought, to others. So she
prayed for the Lord to take her. She hoped to die
at Easter time but she did not, then she asked
the servant to bring her a piece of paper and fold
it in three pieces. Write “Jesus my Lord on each
fold and a date”, she said to the maid, “you will
think it strange now but afterwards you will
understand.” So it proved that she died on the day
Pentecost the date that was written on the fold of
paper. We all think that she prayed for the Lord
to take her at that time. She had put in many
days, months and years of suffering and at the
last was only able to speak a word occasionally
but whenever she did speak it was always to say
something about trusting in Jesus. She said too
that often in the night she was just surrounded
by angel faces—beautiful sweet little faces so she
said they were angel faces.

Then another woman, whom I taught a good
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deal has confessed her faith in Jesus Christ but
she is an officer’s wife and thinks she cannot be
baptised. Her children come to Sunday School and
her eldest daughter to Church. They sing hymns
almost every evening in their home and often read
the Bible together, so although numbers are not
being added to the visible Church still the truth is
making itself felt and I am sure sometime there
will be something more definite to tell concerning
this family for the Holy Spirit is leading them on
step by step. The eldest daughter, at home now,
used to dislike Christianity very much but now
she says it is her joy, and she would be baptised if
her father would let her. So it is “here a little and
there a little” and we must trust and wait.

One woman who was baptised this spring came
on in a remarkable way. Her husband urged her
to come to church one night. It was very late when
they came in and the sermon nearly ended so after
the meeting closed they started down the stairs. I
called them back saying there was to be an after
meeting. They came back and although the woman
did not understand or care to understand yet she
came to my house at my invitation and then after
that regularly to church and to my home where I
gave her special teaching. She soon became deeply
interested and not long after asked for baptism.
She has been baptised and confirmed and is an
earnest seeker after the deeper things that are
“written for our learning,” she likes to “follow on
to know Him.” It is her joy to study the Word. Thus
we are encouraged by the ones here and there
seeking to know the Truth, that we have come to
proclaim.

I still have a class or classes for the teachers in
the Girls’ High School also classes for the young
girls who are pupils in these schools. These classes
are fairly encouraging as all are willing to listen
and a few are real keen seekers. We are told that
“those who seek shall find,” so I do pray that before
another year passes many of these young women
will see in the teaching Jesus and will acknowledge

Him to be the one whom they need, even their
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Saviour.

Hirose San is feeling very lonely without Miss
Trent, she will miss her very much in the autumn
when she starts at the work again. We all miss
her very much and the Baldwins’ too. I have a home
in the Baldwins’ cottage here in Gotemba. The
Hamiltons’ house is next to this and Miss Bowman
and Miss Shaw are spending the summer with
them. Mr. Robinson too is with them for a few days
Just now so we Canadians are having a merry time
together.

Margaret Young

(13) 1907 £ 11 B NE

This is a delightful place. I have a room in the
Baldwins’ cottage here which they have rented to
the Chapmans during their stay in the home land.
The Hamiltons live next door and they have Miss
Bowman and Miss Shaw with them this summer.
Mr. Robinson is also with them for a few days now,
so we Canadians are quite enjoying ourselves
together. -

I was tired out when I came up but an feeling
better now. Good fresh air is a great restorer. We
can take a long, long walk here and feel equal to
another when we return, but in Nagoya if I had to
take a long walk I felt as if I could scarcely drag
myself into the house and then found it difficult
to rest.

The work has been going on nicely this year,
many encouraging features about it, also some
rather discouraging ones. Thinking of the dis-
couraging features recalls to my mind the fact that
I'wrote to about six months ago. I remember speak-
ing about Mrs. Utsunomiya and her life in the
University for women in Tokyo. I have not seen
her since, but have had letters from her. She has
been ill almost ever since that time and unable to
teach. I think she is very disappointed about it,
but she felt most unhappy while working there
because she constantly heard teaching that went
against what she believed to be the truth as it is
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written and taught in the Scriptures. Yes, there
are some very noted men in this country who teach
a morality founded on Christianity and their own
ideas of what is right, and this teaching hinders
us a great deal in our work.

I still have a class of lady-teachers from the
Girls’ High School in Nagoya. They are eager
listeners, but do not seem to want to “make haste”.
They say they want to understand. I can only teach
and pray that the Holy Spirit will open up their
understanding so that they may see that their duty
is to follow Him in so far as they know. Three of
the number come to church quite regularly so that
I am in hopes that they may come to know that
they cannot truly live without Jesus their Lord
and Savour. It is a religion without Jesus that so
many would like to believe.

Then I have classes for the High School girls.
The number has not increased since last year, but
until Christmas time I had a very large class; since
that the number has varied. The work at school
prevents regular attendance. The girls are all will-
ing listeners (this is an advance on a year or two
ago; at that time many were unwilling listeners
coming only for English) many even eager and
some few have decided to be Christians, but they
have been so taken up with their school duties that
they have been prevented from going on with
definite teaching, and so they cannot be baptised.
There are classes at the school on Sunday, which
hinders very much my classes for the girls. I have
a class early Sunday morning for them, which is
fairly well attended, but having to rush back to
the school makes it rather a hurried lesson and
consequently unsatisfactory. I cannot expect the
girls out in the evening either, so there are so few
times that I can make my time fit in with theirs.
Saturday not being a holiday, and having classes
also on Sunday, gives us so little opportunity.
However, I do have some of them every week and
also Sunday morning.

The kindergarten children and their friends, also
Sunday School children, are our greatest en-
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couragement. The work among the children is most
satisfactory. Three of the larger boys in the Sunday
School were baptised this spring, other boys who
are younger are real Christians I think, and then
the little ones pray in their homes, and in different
ways show their light. I am sorry that I am losing
my senior teachers from the kindergarten. They
have been married and have gone to different parts
of the country. They have been most faithful
workers, and they have Christian husbands, so they
will surely do a good work in the part of the country
where they have gone. They have always been
connected with Sunday School and Church work,
and they will be a great help wherever they are.

I asked a little boy in the kindergarten, or
rather I asked the whole school, what was the best
thing that Sugiura San, their teacher, had taught
them. I said, “She has taught you many things,
but what is the best thing she has taught you?”
One little boy spoke up in a very bright way and
said, “about the Living God”. T was so delighted to
hear it. Then one little boy the first day he had
been at school his mother asked him what he had
learned at school, and he said, “God is love”. She
thought it rather strange. The next day she asked
him again and he said the same thing. Then a week
after she asked him again and he said, “God is
love”, but told her other things he had heard too,
so she was better satisfied. They are asked to recite
the text with the teacher, and the Bible text is truly
the only thing they recite word for word in the
school, so naturally speak of that when asked what
they have learned. Some of the mothers come
regularly to school with the children, and they hear
the teaching pure and simple every day. This must
have its result, because we are told that a “word”
sown in faith will not be without fruit. My teacher
was a person full of faith and the Spirit, and God
will surely bless the seed she has sown.

I shall have to begin in the autumn with more
inexperienced workers than I have had; two have
been with me in training for a year and four
months, three have been with me only four
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months. I do beg your prayers that the work may
not be hindered by their inexperience, but that God
may deign to use then for His glory. I shall have to
spend much time with them, so I ask your prayers
for me that I may be given wisdom in leading them
on to be useful women, and that the Holy Spirit
will teach them day be day and use them abun-
dantly in the Master’s service.

(14) 1908 £ 9 B NE
[KINDERGARTEN WORK AT NAGOYA]

We are at present getting ready for the gradua-
tion ceremony which takes place on the 24th inst.
This year I think about 30 children—half of the
number who are now attending the school—will
graduate. This is the largest graduation class we
have had. We like the children to be with us as
long as possible, so we encourage them to come
when they are only 3 years old, then we can have
them with us till they are of school age, i.e. three
whole years. In that time the little ones can learn
much that will be for their eternal good.

There is a primary school just across the street
from us, and I visited it the other day and noticed
that most of the children who had tassels of merit
pinned to their coats were those who had attended
our Kindergarten. We generally get a very good
report of their success in the different schools, as
they pass with honours from one grade to another.
We are proud to be able to mention this, because
it speaks well for the benefit of Kindergarten train-
ing from an educational standpoint, but the results
of the work that we are most thankful for are of a
spiritual nature. The little ones are taught, very
faithfully, truths that are for their eternal good.
We teach them in a simple way about the creation
of the world and man, the fall, the promise of a
Saviour, of His birth, life, death, resurrection and
ascension. The children who have been here three
years can repeat a good many texts and tell a good
many Bible stories. We often hear of their having
told these stories in their homes. Many of the little
ones tell us, too, that they pray in their homes.
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One little boy who came from a great distance
to the Kindergarten was so pleased with it all that
he wanted to come to Sunday school. His mother
could not spare the servant to come with him on
Sunday as they have so many visitors, especially
on that day, and are consequently very busy. The
child, then, with a great deal of coaxing got his
elder brother to come with him. After the elder
brother had come a few times to Sunday school
his mother noticed a great change in him—he did
not tease his little brother so much, and seemed
kind to and thoughtful of all in the home. She did
not speak to him about it, but she spoke about it
to the Kindergarten teacher who called there, and
said she was convinced the change was brought
about through going to Sunday school. The two
lads always play together happily now, and are so
glad that they know God and that He loves them
and sees them all the time. Different children have
expressed satisfaction at the thought that God sees
them all the time and that He loves them. They
are not filled with fear as some children are at the
thought of His constant presence, but they seem
to have a feeling resembling thanksgiving for His
protection and care.

When any new children come into the school we
always teach them the text “God is love,” first,
because it is short and easy to recite. A while ago a
little girl who had come to school for the first time
was asked by her mother on her return home what
she had learned at school that day. She replied,
“God is love.” The next day her mother asked her
again what she had learned. She again replied,
“Kami wa ai nari” (God is love.) The third day she
was asked again and she repeated the same text
for the third time. Her mother, being a heathen,
questioned whether it would be of any benefit to
the child to go to a school where she seemed to hear
nothing but teaching concerning the Christian idea
of God.

However, after a few days she saw that the child
began to talk about straight things, round things,

etc., and seemed to have learned something about
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form; she also began to sing snatches of songs, tell
something about games they played at school, and
in different ways evidenced the fact that she was
being taught various things in the Kindergarten,
so the mother became more reconciled, in truth
seemed even pleased when she related the above
to one of the teachers who called at her house. The
only thing that the children are expected to repeat
word for word to the teachers in the school is the
text or texts they are being taught; consequently,
when the child was asked what she had learned,
she naturally replied by reciting the text.

We often in our teaching hold up Bible char-
acters as examples to be followed. The children like
the story of David and Goliath. After telling this
story the little ones are for a time exhorted to fight
against the Great Giant (the evil one) and try to
overcome him as David did in the story. One story
serves for a while, but we cannot with profit suggest
the same example very long in succession as it loses
its effect. We must bring another picture before
them, Daniel and his three friends, Samuel, and
others. The story of Christ purifying the temple
always has a good effect upon the little ones. The
story of Christ’s childhood, too, His “growing in
favour with God and man” has its lesson; the little
ones are interested and promise that they will try
to be obedient to parents and kind to all.

(15) 1910%F 4 A NE
[The Kindergarten at Nagoya]

The following letter from Miss Young will be
read with special interest. The kindergarten, of
course, takes a good deal of my time, because I
have to teach the teachers in the afternoon, 3 times
a week, besides overseeing the morning work. We
visit in the children’s homes one afternoon each
week, and always have a meeting of some kind on
Friday, the last Friday of the month being given
to a mother’s meeting, when the mothers of the
kindergarten children attend.

[In School—The Lord’s Garden]
We open school in the morning with prayer and
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a hymn. The children can sing quite as well as
little Canadians, because they are taught to try
when they first come to school. One of the teachers
has a good voice and makes a good leader. We sing
a good many of the songs that are sung in the
kindergartens in Canada. They have been trans-
lated into Japanese and do very nicely. We are
always translating songs and hymns that we think
will be helpful. We have our own kindergarten song
sung to an old Scotch air, and the words are most
appropriate.

What is little garden of children under the

shadow of the castle?

It is a garden of children that are led by Jesus.

They are just little buds now, little plants that

the kind teachers are daily tending with the

hope that they will blossom into beautiful
flowers that will bring joy to their parents and
teachers, and be very useful in the service of

God, their loving Heavenly Father.

That is the meaning of the song. It is worded
prettily, and the gestures are very interesting too,
the children always sing it with much pleasure.
[My Father’s Business]

The name of our school is Ryujo Yochien. Ryujo
is the name of Nagoya Castle. Yochien is children’s
garden. Last Friday we taught this song to the
mothers, so that they could sing it with the little
ones in the home. One of the mothers said; “I had
an argument with my little girl about the words
at the end of the song.” [ said they meant “The
Emperor’s business”, and she said they meant
“God’s business.” Which do they mean? The teacher
replied, that the words meant ‘God’s honourable
business’; that the child is being trained with the
hope that she will bring glory to God and be useful
in His service. We have a Sunday School in
connection with the kindergarten. When we build
our kindergarten we are going to another centre
where no one else is working. Then we shall have
a very large Sunday School class. During Lent
children bring their pennies to help on the work

of evangelization in Formosa, where our Church
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(the Seikokwai) is doing mission work. Last
Sunday the collection was ys sen, equal to 22 1/2
cents.

The senior teacher and one of the assistants are
girls that Miss Trent and I have had charge of since
they were very young; so we are delighted that
they are becoming useful in the work that is so
dear to our hearts. The kindergarten teachers are
the Sunday School teachers, and my helpers in the

work in every way.

(16) 1910&E 5 A LL

Our school is reduced in numbers because the
house that we are in at the present is too small to
take in more pupils. During my furlough the house
we have rented for over ten years was sold, and
Miss Trent had to find another in a few days. This
was the only one that was at all suitable. We must
have a house that will do for the school and for a
residence for myself and the teachers. We have
now 40 children registered, whereas we formerly
had 60. We open school each morning with prayer
and hymns, which they learn how to sing very
nicely. We are always translating songs and hymns
that will be helpful. We have our own kindergarten
song; it is set to an old Scotch air and the words
are most appropriate.

“What is this little garden of children under the

shadow of the castle? It is a garden of children

who are led by Jesus. They are just little buds
now; little plants, that the kind teachers are
daily attending with the hope that they will
bloom into beautiful flowers, that will bring joy
to their parents and teachers and be very useful
in the service of God, their loving Heavenly

Father.”

The song is worded prettily and the gestures
are interesting, so the children always sing it with
great pleasure.

The name of our school is Ryujo Yochi en. Ryujo
is the name of Nagoya Castle; Yochi en, garden of
children. Last Friday we had a mothers’ meeting
and we taught this song to the women, so that they
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could sing it sometimes with the little ones in the
home. One of the mothers said, ‘I had an argument
with my little girl the other day about the words
at the end of this song, Kami no go yo. I said they
meant the Emperor’s business, Which do they
mean?’ The teacher replied that they mean God’s
honourable business, and that her child is being
trained with the hope that she will bring glory to
God and be useful in His service. The people have
no idea of usefulness than that which can bring
glory to the Emperor and service for him. The little
child knew better.

We have a Sunday school in connection with
the kindergarten. We had over 60 children before
Christmas. During Lent they are bringing their
pennies to help on the Church’s work of evangeliza-
tion in Formosa. I am wondering if the dear Cana-
dian children could not increase their pledge a
little, say about $25 more. My senior teacher is a
young widow with a little baby. I give her $7.50
now, and should like to raise her salary to at least
$8.50 per month. Then the junior teachers ought
to have an increase soon; they are getting only $5
a month now, and they pay $1 each month for their
singing lessons, so it does not leave them much
for food and clothing. It means that I must help
them a great deal, and I have so many demands
on my purse all the time. The senior teacher and
one of the assistants are girls that Miss Trent and
I have had in charge since they were very young.
The kindergarten teachers are my Sunday school
teachers and my helpers in the work in every way.

(17) 1910510 B NE
[The Kindergarten Children]

Miss Young writes from Nagoya, Japan:

Now that we have entered on the summer holi-
days and I have time, I want to tell you more about
our kindergarten children. While waiting to see
what the home people could do in the way of
contributing money for a permanent building for
the school here, we felt that we must do something
to enlarge our borders and give our pupil teachers
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a better opportunity for teaching than they were
able to get in this small school. So with Mr. and
Mrs. Hamilton’s advice, a branch school was
opened in Habashita, in connection with Miss
Trent’s work. There is a large garden that serves
nicely as a playground. We can take in thirty or
forty children, and in that way get in touch with
as many families.

Miss Trent is delighted about it. I got one of
the old teachers who is living in Tokyo, to come
and help me at the start. We have had the benefit
of her cheery presence and long experience for two
months and a half now, and she has got the school
nicely started with twenty-five children in attend-
ance; others wish to enter their children from the
beginning of the autumn term.

There was a great deal of business and writing
to do in order to get a government permit. Among
other things, my history (a very short one, of
course), had to be written four times, but at last I
am installed principal of this school, and organizer
of both this and the one in Habashita, but I still
have to write another history and send it to the
city office requesting to be recognized the principal
of the Habashita one, considering that it is a
branch of this school. This is all necessary in order
that we may go ahead with our work without fear
of being disturbed.

This new work has been made possible through
the kindness and generosity of Mr. and Mrs.
Hamilton and Miss Cooke, who came out from
Toronto with them. They contribute $7.50 per
month towards general expenses, and seem
pleased with the result of the two months’ work
which they witnessed at the kindergarten closing
the other day. Every one was surprised and
delighted with what was done in that short time.

A short time ago, we took the children of this
school to Habashita, to show those little beginners
some new games which these children, having
been longer in training, could play very prettily;
the difficulty of taking them two miles was over-
come by our kind friend, Miss Cooke, who engaged
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jinrikishas, and also gave us enough money to treat
them all to cake and shaved ice. You never saw a
happier band of children, nor a better behaved
gathering of little ones. They played together so
happily and enjoyed the morning immensely. As
we were driving along, a little procession of chil-
dren in jinrikishas, we were the observed of all
observers, and they certainly made a very pretty
picture. Two people in Habashita enquired who
the children were, and where they were going,
afterwards they applied for their little ones to enter
the school. It is often in these roundabout ways
that The Way is made known.

The director was telling the children over there
about the true God, that we could not see Him,
but that He could see us, and is always near us;
one little girl offered the suggestion that if they
got up on the top of a very high place like Nagoya
Castle, she guessed they could see into heaven. It
is as they chat quite freely with their teachers each
morning that they are led on little by little. As they
give expression to their mistaken ideas, it
convinces one that they are thinking about what

they are being taught at any rate.

(18] 1915F 4 A MW
[KINDERGARTEN WORK IN JAPAN]

We had our Thanksgiving service a week ago
yesterday, November 22nd. The churches were
suitably decorated with sheaves of rice, autumn
leaves, flowers, fruit and vegetables. Then the
children brought their offerings of rice in little
bags, amounting to over a bushel, various kinds
of vegetables and fruits, making a very luxurious
display. The fruit was given to the charity patients
in the only hospital in Nagoya where such patients
are taken in. The vegetables and rice were dis-
tributed among the poor and the money was sent
to the Belgian relief fund.

Our pastor gave the children a good “talk” tell-
ing them about God’s' many blessings to us all and
the importance of having grateful hearts for all
His bountiful gifts. He asked the children to hold
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up hands—those who ever prayed to the one true
God and thanked Him for His goodness. Several
little ones held up their hands and he then said,
“Yes, I know some of you are in the habit of praying,
for I hear about it from your parents.

The mother of one of the Kindergarten children
told me that her little daughter never forgets to
say Grace before she partakes of her meals. One
day she came home and her mother was engaged
with something she wanted to finish and she had
not got the dinner on the table, so the little girl
said, ‘Well, I'll just kneel down and thank God for
what I am going to have when you do get it ready’,
so she knelt by the table and thanked God in her
innocent, childish way for that she felt sure would
be forthcoming in a few minutes. Her mother
seeing her, at once laid aside what she was doing
and hastened to get the food on the table and sat
down with her little one to enjoy the meal with
her. It is thus that the little children are practising
in their homes what they learn in the Kindergarten
or Sunday School and their parents are more or
less influenced thereby.

(19) 1918 5 5 A MW
[Young Christians in Japan]

One of the needs of the Christians at this time
is, it seems to me, that “their hearts may surely
there be fixed where true joys are to be found.” It
is a time when we should be most watchful espe-
cially in this country, Japan. The customs of the
country are changing, and whereas some of the
customs are becoming more like those of the
western world yet there is a difference and a reason
for the difference, and for that very reason we
should be constantly on our guard.

The near past has been a time of awakening
and advancement in the material and intellectual
Japan; now, it is becoming more a pleasure-seek-
ing, easy-going and self-satisfied Japan. The lives
of the Christians have been watched and their
morals acknowledged as good and worthy of imita-
tion. So the customs and habits of the Christians
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are being imitated in the letter, to a certain extent,
but not in the spirit. Therefore, I say it is a time
that we Christians must have our love—our very
souls’ desires—fixed in the Soul of Truth, the
eternal immovable Christ, the source of light, of
life and of all our joy. The Japanese have a holiday
on Sunday. The military, the government officials,
the school teachers and scholars and those working
in the banks have Sunday as a rest day, so called.
Then again Christmas is observed as a festival and
Easter is a time when cards are exchanged in a
formal way.

In one sense of the word it is much easier to
approach people and talk to them about Christi-
anity and its privileges, than it was some years
ago, as the great prejudice against the “teaching”
has been broken down. But for individuals to come
right out and profess their need of Jesus as a
Saviour and with their whole heart yielded up to
Him, gladly follow in the straight and narrow way,
is quite another thing. It is only the few who have
the courage for such sacrifice for it means a sacri-
fice in many ways. Sometimes

I get discouraged when I sit down quietly and
review my work—it seems so circumscribed, so
much time given to work within my own gates and
devoted to a comparatively few individuals. But I
was greatly encouraged the other day when I
realized that Jesus Himself out of the three very
precious years He spent in teaching and in active
work in this world, two years were given princi-
pally to teaching and training His twelve chosen
ones, those whom He had “called out” to carry
forward His work. So, as I say, I took courage and
[ began to the more appreciate the importance of
the work and something of the possibilities of the
young people among whom I devote most of my
time.

At the New Year, or rather at the end of the old
year, one examines one’s self and one’s work more
thoroughly to see wherein there have been failures
and why. I found I had been weary in well-doing
because I had been overdoing and not taking
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enough time for spiritual refreshment and my
teachers, too, needed reviving and that the New
Year was a good time to “set our house in order”
and our hearts aright. Consequently we had
earnest talks together and it was then that one
realized how the changing customs of the country
might little by little affect the young girls and be
the means of leading them astray, but I trust that
they each and all plainly see that we can only be
truly safe when our souls’ affections are surely
fixed where true life, true goodness and true joys
are to be found, even in Jesus Christ our Lord.

My kindergarten teachers, including those in
training, number ten at present (I expect five or
six new girls to enter the Training School in April).
Then my head teacher’s little boy lives with us.
There is also a young girl, sister to one of the pupil
teachers who is living with us now and going to
school, and with my two maids we make quite a
gathering when we meet together for morning and
evening prayers. It is these fourteen souls that I
come in such close touch with daily as a teacher
that I must definitely direct and guide into the
best way and lead the older ones on and on until
the deeper things of God are their joy and rejoicing,
so that nothing shall ever disturb the steady
current of their lives. I am very thankful to be able
to say that in most ways they have been and are
real comfort to me instead of an anxiety and are
also most helpful in the work.

The kindergarten teachers not only teach in the
kindergartens but take a goodly share of the
Sunday School work also in the general children’s
work and they help in the Women’s Auxiliary, and
in fact they take an active part in each department
of the Church’s work. (We have three churches in
Nagoya, you know.) The older teachers do house-
to-house visiting and help in the women’s meet-
ings, mothers’ meetings and Red Cross work. We
in truth could not get along without their
assistance in the different parishes; therefore it is
of the greatest importance that they should be
young women of immovable faith while at the same
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time possessing abundant love both toward their
Master whose work they are engaged in, and
toward the children and women among whom they
are daily devoting their time and energy.

May I ask that every one who reads these notes
will kindly lift up his heart in prayer for us all; for
me who is in charge of the home and for the ten
young women who are associated with me. I am
thankful to say that nowadays I am not altogether
alone in this work. Bishop Hamilton kindly gives
the girls one lecture a week on the Gospels, and
Mr. Shinozuka also gives one lecture a week. Mr.
Shinozuka is the Japanese clergyman in charge
of St. John’s Church here. Miss Baldwin also helps.
She comes for an hour each week and gives a lesson
in English, so we are rejoicing over the various
good influences that are brought to bear on these
young women in the kindergarten and Church
work here in Nagoya, and yet I know we need very
much your sincere sympathy and your earnest

prayers, and I beg you to remember us in this way.

(20) 19195 5 A MW

There are eleven girls in the training school
now. Five are to graduate at the end of March so
they are very busy. I am encouraged by what I see
the graduates can do—how they help in so many
ways the regular church work, at the three dif-
ferent centres in the city, even while the girls are
in training they are a real help in the kindergarten
and Sunday School work. At Habashita, besides
helping in Sunday School work, four of them,
always one or other of them, plays the organ for
church service, then in the afternoon Miss Trent
has another little Sunday School in which two of
them help. Again on Tuesday, there are two
different centres in which they help Miss Trent
with work among the children in Habashita. It is
the same at St. John’s and St. Peter’s, they play
the organ and each takes a class in Sunday School
—five of them at St. John’s and three of them at
St. Peter’s, making 12 Sunday School classes
taught by them on Sunday morning before the
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church service at 10 o’clock. Two of them also have
work in St. Peter’s district after lunch on Sunday.
Then on Tuesday afternoon in the three parishes
there are classes taught by them. Sunday School
work done on a week day in other neighbourhoods
where they reach children that they cannot get on
Sunday.

Here at Shirakabe Cho there are five classes
for children Tuesday afternoon, three between 2
and 3 o’clock and two between 3 and 4 o’clock, the
larger ones coming later. In the largest boys’ class
ranging, from the ages of 9 to 13 years, there are
about 30 boys registered averaging at least 20 each
Tuesday, so that there are at least 70 or more
children taught the regular Sunday School lesson
on this week-day in the kindergarten rooms, and
besides this, the two youngest girls in training
have started a class or two in another neighbour-
hood on that same day with Mrs. Hamilton super-
intending.

Then, the kindergarten children get such a lot
of real Gospel teaching daily. Yesterday at one of
the kindergartens I went in to hear the morning
talk. They began with “Good Morning” to the
teachers and then knelt for prayer, in which they
thanked God for His loving care during the night,
and asked Him to keep them while at work and at
play through the day. Then the Director said to
the children, “since you know God as your
Heavenly Father and that He has power to keep
you from harm and sin if you trust in Him what
would you like to do to show that you are thankful
and happy?” “We want to sing His praise,” they
replied, so they sang a little hymn of praise.

Then the teacher asked the youngest class to
recite a text about who could see God. They recited,
“Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see
God!” Then let the second class tell us what a very
wise man once said to young people, “Remember
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth!” The
senior class repeated, “Suffer little children to
come unto me and forbid them not for of such is
the Kingdom of Heaven!”
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Then they all together repeated, “In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
The teacher asked: What did God create on the
first day? They replied, “Light!” “What is the
biggest light that we know?” “The sun,” they
replied, “Who made the Sun?” “God made the Sun.”
“Yes, God knew what we needed to make us well
and happy. Shall we sing something now?” They
sang, “Good Morning Merry Sunshine.”

Now, this was not an exceptional morning.
Every morning they repeat texts, not the same
ones all the time of course. One morning after a
snow storm I heard them repeating after the
teacher, “Wash me and I shall be whiter than
snow!”

This is the sheep year here in the Japanese
calendar, so one sees pictures of sheep on all the
calendars and also on New Year’s cards. So they
have a game they play of a sheepfold, and the
shepherd leads the sheep back to the fold, after
which they sing very softly, “Jesus is the Good
Shepherd, He leads His flock like a shepherd and
gathers the lambs in His arms.”

On Friday morning they always have a regular
Bible story told them, so the little ones who come
for two or three years, as many of them do, get a
lot of truth—The Word that will be “a lamp to their
feet and a light to their path,” all their days.

Two weeks ago I went to the funeral of one of
our old kindergarten pupils—a girl, seventeen
years of age, who had died of a lingering disease,
consumption. She had been confined to her bed
for six months. Her mother often sympathized with
her, saying it must be hard to be patient and bear
the suffering and the confinement—she always
replied very cheerfully, saying she was so cheered
by the love of Jesus.

About one hundred and twenty of the school
girls were at the church—her classmates, and
while her history was being read there was not a
dry eye in the place. Afterwards when the minister
got up to say a few words, he remarked, I have no

need to preach a sermon, that young girl’s life was
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a sermon that spoke for itself everywhere, in the
home, in the Sunday School and in the school, and
also in the neighbourhood where she lived—all can
testify to her goodness. From her kindergarten
days she was fond of hymns, and Bible texts that
had a deep meaning to her, he said.

None of the mothers were added to the church
during the year 1918, for which I am very sorry.
Over at Habashita some have been baptized, but
it has come about through Miss Trent’s faithful
parish visiting. But we go on in faith and hope
trusting that a change may come over the people.
They send their children here year after year. Some
who were scholars themselves in this kindergarten
years go are now sending their children. It is plain
that they know it is good for their little ones.

We ask your prayers for these mothers and the

work.

(21) 1920 % 2 B MW
[The Kimono of 100 Pieces]

Last year, early in the Spring, our jinriksha man
lost his eldest child of the “Flu.” He was a clever
youth of about thirteen years and promised to be
his parents’ hope and pride; but he was severed
from them by that cruel and mysterious disease,
the “Spanish Influenza,” as it was called, and the
parents, especially the father, were heart broken.
It was pitiful to see him as he tried to run along in
front of his patrons, pulling his riksha with com-
paratively little of his wonted energy, and it was
plain to be seen that it was a great effort for him
to pursue his work as he dropped one at one’s
destination, bowed his thanks with a faraway look
that bespoke hopelessness. He still had one little
girl of seven years, but she was rather a dull,
uninteresting little child. We often gave him tracts
to read while waiting for us, and we tried to com-
fort him by telling of Jesus’ special love for the
young and that He said to His disciples, “Suffer
little children to come unto Me and... forbid them
not, for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.”

After that he allowed his little girl to come to
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Sunday School regularly and she has become much
brighter, and is giving more real pleasure to her
parents than formerly. Then again, this Spring,
the man’s face took on a happier look, and on
inquiring into it, I found that he and his wife were
looking forward expectantly to a new joy that was
coming into their lives, and two months ago
another little boy was given to them. Before this
little one arrived, the mother was preparing to
have its life insured in a most peculiar way. It was
this way—when the parents came to know that
they were going to be privileged to have another
child, the mother, being superstitious, went about
to all her connections and friends, and asked for a
piece of material to put into the making of a baby’s
kimono. She wanted to make the dress of at least
100 different pieces of material, each from a
different person, and after the baby was born and
had its first bath, it was to be dressed in this
kimono of 100 pieces, and its life and health would
be insured, she said. This is one of the superstitions
of some of the old-fashioned and more ignorant
people. I am going to see to it, though, that this
little one at an early age has an opportunity to
learn about the Lord Jesus, Who Himself is the
Lord of Life, and Who taught us that we must not
trust in things of this world that the moth can
destroy or rust corrupt, but that we must look to
Him Who is the Way and the Truth and the Life.
May I ask your prayers for this child with the 100-

piece dress and also for his parents?

(22) 1920 % 2 A MW
[Ryujo Kindergarten Garden]

We have a very nice large garden with flowers
and flowering shrubs of various kinds, and it is a
delightful sight to see the children flitting about
here and there among these flowers which they
never pick, unless one of the teachers goes out with
them for that purpose, with shears in hand.

“Fukujuso” grows on the little “yama” (hill)
beside the gold-fish pond, and it is the first flower
to blossom, lifting up its cheerful head something
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like the crocus even when snow is yet on the
ground. Then come the plum-blossoms, with their
fragrant perfume, which speak to the Japanese of
purity and faithfulness. These are followed by
violets and pansies, with their little upturned faces
that bring so much joy and gladness to the kinder-
garten children that they at once break forth into

song and sing:

Open your eyes, my pansy bright,

Open your eyes, open to me,

Where did you get that purple hue,

Did the clouds smile as you came through?

The bright, golden daffydowndilly, too, never

fails to lift up his head among the early spring
blossoms that bring us good cheer at Easter-time,
and suggest to us triumphant songs of praise to
Him who was victorious over the grave—alive for
evermore, Alleluia!
Poppies and daisies come next with roses of various
kinds, and our friends the bees begin early to work
hard among the poppies and sweet alyssum.
Butterflies, too, come early and we have great
varieties of them here, even a casual observation
astonishes one at the marvelous arrangement of
colour and design on the wings of some of the
smaller ones, as well as on those of the larger
beauties that are to be seen at close hand while
resting a moment to sip the sweets from some of
their favourite blossoms.

There are also the autumn flowers making a
good show to greet the little ones when they return
after their vacation, and these blossoms, with the
maple leaves, help us out so nicely in our Thanks-

giving decorations.

(23) 1921 £7 A MW
[God’s Hand in the Work in Japan]

ST. PAUL said “I planted, Apollos watered, but
God gave the increase.” A case in point.

About eleven years ago, we were having evange-
listic meetings at St. Johns Church and I was
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standing down by the door when a man and woman
came up and seemed to have a little hesitation as
to whether they would come in or not. I went
forward and urged them to come in, then the man
said to me “I am a believer but my wife here does
not know anything about this religion so as we
were passing we thought we would come in and
listen for a while. I of course was pleased to meet
anyone who had the slightest inclination to give
an ear to “the teaching,” so the wife and I went up
one stairway while the man went up the other (we
have only one stairway now, a wider and better
one) and we sat on opposite sides of the church.
Mr. Wilkes, an English evangelisf, was preaching
in a very persuasive way (in good Japanese) and I
could see the woman was obviously touched. When
he finished and knelt down to pray he first asked
if there were any who wanted to learn the truth
and be further taught, to hold up their hands and
he would pray for them. Among others the woman,
after getting an approving look from her husband
across the aisle, held up her hand.

Then Mr. Wilkes prayed very earnestly for all
who had signified in this way that they wanted to
be brought into the light. Afterwards Mr. Wilkes
asked that anyone in the congregation who felt
inclined to pray to do so. Forthwith this man at
once lifted up his voice in prayer and the words
just flowed from his mouth while I listened with
astonishment. I must confess however that the
expressions were too flowery and I suspected
insincerity although I wanted to be hopeful. T kept
in close touch with the wife and when we got down
stairs I asked her where she lived also told her
where I lived and urged her to come to my house
for regular teaching Her husband joined us and a
time was fixed upon when her husband could come
with her.

They came and we soon got to know each other.
Their name was Okazawa, and this woman was
the second wife. They had been married over two
years and she had no child. He had one or two

children by his first wife but they were not living
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with them. The man was at least ten years older
than his wife and she appeared to be about 27 or
30 years old. I discovered that the man was truly
in love with her and wanted her to be happy and
contented but she seemed to be physically not very
strong and was consequently rather fretful, so he
hoped that Christianity would do her good.

I taught her regularly, sometimes at my house
and sometimes in her own little home, always a
clean and very tidy place. I enjoyed being with her
when she was alone, much more than when her
husband was with her. He, I could not understand,
he was so very polite and saintly. However, I was
most thankful that he approved of his wife being
taught. She was most interested and interesting
and it was a real joy to teach her for it was plain
that she had faith in the Lord Jesus and was
thankful for His saving grace. She came regularly
to church as did her husband and in good time she
was baptised.

Mr. Okazawa never seemed to have any special
occupation. They had been living on a little money
he had but it became very clear they must try to
take up some occupation that would bring them
returns, as Mr. Okazawa had no way of gaining a
livlihood Mrs. Okazawa cast about to see what she
could do. She had already taken in sewing from
time to time and earned a little pin money, so she
determined to go to a sewing school where they
taught machine sewing. In three mouths she
learned enough to give her confidence so she
bought or rented two or three machines and put
out a sign—“Girls taught machine sewing here.”
She had her ups and downs, mostly down at first.

Her husband undertook to sell Bibles, so he got
a small supply from Rev. H. J. Hamilton (now our
Bishop) and sold them for a year or two. Both hus-
band and wife became very irregular at the church
service and in various ways I was disappointed
but I kept in touch with them. After three or four
years of varied experience they moved to a more
central place and made a much bigger venture.
Mr. Okazawa brought the remaining Bibles back
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to Bishop Hamilton and when the accounts were
settled the Bishop’s and his accounts did not agree.
There was sixteen yen coming to the Bishop, but
Mr. Okazawa said his account was correct and he
left without paying the money.

We seldom saw them after that. They put their
whole energy into their enterprise and as Mrs.
Okazawa was a great worker and a very capable
woman things took a turn in a prosperous direc-
tion. Mrs. Shimizu, my head kindergarten teacher,
was always hopeful about them and went to visit
them frequently, at least once a month. Every year
when I had my yearly meeting for my God children,
Mrs. Okazawa was invited of course and she came
bringing her husband and each time she would
confess to her coldness and to unfaithfulness and
she would promise to try to do better. One of my
Sunday school girls was a pupil in her school and
his girl’s sister had met Miss Trent in Habashita
and was led into the Kingdom by her, so my little
Sunday School scholar suddenly left me and went
with her sister over to Habashita to church. She
went to Miss Trent’s home every Sunday; after
church and with close association in this way
became a very earnest little Christian. Now, Mrs.
Okazawa saw the earnestness of this young girl
and was no doubt convicted of her sin of unfaith-
fulness to her Saviour.

Last autumn they were having evangelistic
meetings in commemoration of my 25 years of
service in Japan and they had a Rally meeting.
Every member of St. Johns Church in the city or
suburbs has a special invitation to come out to
service on Sunday and to come to my house on the
following day for a social meeting when a photo-
graph would be taken. The Okazawas came and
brought seven or eight of their girls from the
school. I had been teaching two of them from time
to time before this. Just before this too Mrs.
Okamoto (nee Mrs. Shimizu San) had been urging
them to turn over a new leaf and come back to
church. So Mr. Okazawa went with his wife to
Bishop Hamilton’s and had a good talk with him
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at the same time paying the sixteen yen that had
been on his conscience for five or six years. Thus
making a clean sheet he came out to the rally with
an old time manner and all went happily.

I kept on teaching the two girls who were eager
to confess Christ in baptism. They were baptised
the Sunday before Christmas. At Christmas a
social gathering of the Christians was held in the
kindergarten rooms when a dozen or more of the
young women from the machine school came with
Mr. and Mrs. Okazawa and the two who were
baptised. Then Mrs. Okazawa asked Mr. Soga, the
priest in charge of St. John’s, and Mr. Suzuki his
helper, to come once or twice a month to teach the
pupils in the school (then numbering about 100),
some of whom had ears to hear. Mr. Soga went a
few times and one of our kindergarten teachers
went to play the organ. It was later decided that
Mrs. Hamilton would go once a week to the school
and teach Hymns, give a gospel address and a little
English. She went regularly after that until she
left for Canada. Miss Cooke is to go during her
absence to teach them hymns and English. Those
who want to be prepared for baptism are to come
to me. Last Tuesday evening I had eight of the
girls or rather young women here. They are
generally not younger than 20 years of age and
range all the way up to thirty or more perhaps.
Two of them to teach for confirmation and six to
prepare for baptism. So you see we have all had a
share in this work. Mrs. Okazawa is eager that I
should have the privilege of reaping some of the
fruits.

How gracious God is! It is such joy to me, and
Mrs. Okamoto my old kindergarten teacher
rejoices over it also as she was so constant in her
endeavors to have these people restored to their
former place in the Sheep fold—the strayed ones
sought out and brought back. Praise God!

St. Paul may plant; Apollos water, but God

giveth the increase.
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